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B y 
The American Negro 
A s ouR readers will notice, the feature articles in this issue 
deal with the problem of our thir-
teen million fellow citizens of 
African extraction. It is the hope 
of the editors that what our writ-
ers have to say will strike our 
readers as constructive. Much 
4 could be said in a purely negative 
way but we consider it vital to a 
" real solution of our problem that 
.., invective and emotionalism be 
kept at a minimum and that em-
phasis be given to the devoted, 
patient work of men of all races 
who are trying to find a mutually 
• acceptable basis of co-existence 
among all citizens, of whatever 
extraction, who form the ingre-
dients of the American melting 
pot. 
• The problem would be much 
simplified if it could be approached 
~ only from the rational point of 
1 
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view. Fortunately or unfort.unate 
ly, human beings are more than 
merely rational beings. Racial ex-
clusiveness has its roots deep in 
that pride which afflicts all of us-
self-pride which, by extension, em-
braces also those who exhibit our 
own characteristics. The best an-
tidote to that pride is an aware-
ness-a real awareness-of the heri-
tage of corruption which we share 
with all men, and of the hope of 
restoration and glory which is ours 
to share, if we will, with all men. 
Sin and forgiveness, once they be-
come living realities in our think-
ing, obscure and finally wipe out 
all of the little distinctions based 
upon color or descent or language. 
Physiologically and theologically, 
there are no differences in human 
hearts except that on some hearts 
the image of the Cross has been 
engraved. 
The aspect of the racial problem 
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which is hardest to understand 
and to explain is the refusal of the 
churches to extend their fellowship 
freely to men and women of all 
extractions. It must be said to the 
shame of the churches that secular 
institutions such as government 
and the armed forces have shown 
a greater respect for the dignity 
of the Negro than have the 
churches. It is not pleasant to 
have to apply our Lord's "In-
asmuch as ye did it not" to pro-
fessing Christians, including some 
pastors; but in the face of docu-
mented evidence it is impossible 
to do otherwise. 
The position of this magazine, 
frequently stated and consistently 
adhered to, is simple: we recog-
nize neither black nor white, Eu-
ropean nor African, descendants 
of free men or descendants of 
slaves. With the gentlest of the 
saints, we believe that "what a 
man is in the sight of God, that he 
is and no more"-but, by the same 
token, no less. 
UMT 
0 UR reaction to the proposed program of universal military 
training is a mixed one. Of the 
principle of equality of sacrifice 
we fully approve. Of the wisdom 
of building a trained reserve of 
manpower we likewise approve. 
'1\Te are convinced, moreover, that 
the maintenance of a large stand-
ing army over a long period of 
time is a danger hardly less to be 
feared than the threat of hostile 
'f 
armies from without. UMT seems 
the most acceptable way of fur- " 
nishing a trained reserve of man-
power under the principle of 
equality of sacrifice without either 
maintaining a large standing army 
or continuing the present unsatis- • 
factory system of conscription. 
Our doubts center around the "' 
working out of the program. We 
do not see why it should be neces-
sary to transport the trainees to 
military camps for their six months 4 
of training when, with the ex-
penditure of considerably less ,. 
money, the same sort of training 
under the same disciplinary set-up 
could be given on college and uni- j 
versity campuses by cadres drawn 
from the permanent military es-
tablishment. As we understand it, 
~ the purpose of UMT is not to pro-
duce fully-trained soldiers but to • 
give young men a reasonable 
familiarity with arms and their 
use and with the sort of life they 
could expect to live as soldiers. 
If our understanding is correct, it .. 
would not seem necessary to give 
this sort of training in military es- 1 
tablishments. 
The establishment of UMT 
training centers on college cam-
puses would help to ease the diffi-
culties which the colleges will ex- f 
perience if and when the normal , 
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flow of students from high schools 
onto college campuses is inter-
rupted by the six-months' training 
period. It would also utilize facili-
' ties, a great many of which are 
1' already in existence on the cam-
puses, thus obviating the necessity 
of totally new construction. It 
would keep the trainees in a set-
ting more desirable for eighteen-
year-olds than is the setting of the 
typical army camp and town. It 
• o~ would make it possible for the 
~ training to include various types 
of specialized training, particularly 
in technical branches. And it 
would provide a safeguard against 
_. the over-emphasis upon militarism 
" which many critics consider the 
strongest objection to the UMT 
program. 
It must be a matter of real re-
gret and shame that we have come 
to the pass where it is necessary to 
route every young man through 
~ a military training program. Let 
us salvage what we can from the 
• situation by making the program 
no more militaristic than necessity 
demands. 
· Point of Inquiry 
lfT SEEMS to be only a matter of 
1l time now until we shall have 
to give up investigating corrup-
tion in government because we 
• will have nobody left with a clean 
~ enough record to do the investiga-
ting. And this brings up a ques-
tion which we have wanted to ask 
for some time. 
Government, in our time, is not 
merely a political thing but the 
largest and most strategically-
placed unit in our national eco-
nomic system. It is hard to 
conceive of any busines~ man 
operating on a national sc(l.le with-
out, somewhere along the line, 
confronting government either as 
a source of supply or as a potential 
market. But if he deals with gov-
ernment in either of these guises 
according to the ethics of the busi-
ness world, he lays himself open 
to charges of corruption. Thus, 
if a business man buys material in 
the ordinary commercial market 
at a low price and re-sells it later 
for ten times its cost, he is credited 
with having a shrewd business 
head and a deep understanding 
of market trends. If he makes a 
similar profit on material offered 
for sale by the government at a 
very low price, he is charged with 
having robbed the government. 
We are not defending the ethics 
of business nor, for that matter, 
are we at the moment condemning 
them. All that we are saying is 
that many a man has been accused 
of gypping the government when 
all that he actually did was apply 
the ethics of the business world to 
his dealings with government agen-
cies. Finding the government in 
business, he assumed that it was 
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entering the business world on the 
traditional terms of that world. 
The sudden discovery that a differ-
ent set of ethics applied to rela-
tions with government came as a 
real surprise and accounts for the 
very real amazement which some 
men have evidenced when con-
fronted with a charge of having 
corrupted government. 
We wonder, therefore, whether 
we shall not have to do one of two 
things-either take the government 
out of business (which may be 
altogether impossible at this late 
date) or redraw the written and 
unwritten codes of professional 
and business ethics? Certainly if 
government is to enter the market 
place, it must expect to be treated 
according to the ethics of the mar-
ket place. To demand a special 
role is, in the long run, to destroy 
the private economy and to re-
place it with a fully governmental 
economy. If that is what we want, 
well and good. But we take it that 
that is not what we want. 
The Relevance of the Faith 
I N THE course of our work, we see more than our share of 
writing dealing with what C. S. 
Lewis calls "Christianity And." 
There are books on Christianity 
and capitalism, Christianity and 
modern literature, Christianity 
and education, Christianity and 
Americanism. "Relevance" is the 
word of the moment. "What rele-
vance has the Faith to the prob- ~ 
lems that plague our age?" is the .., 
big question. 
May we suggest, without wish-
ing to seem smart-alecky, that 
Christianity has no particular rele-
vance to the twentieth century? ~ 
This is not to say that the Faith 
has no answers to the questions I. • 
that baffle modern man. It has 
indeed. But the Church is not a 4 
dispensary with a stock of pills for 
every ache and pain. Christ says 
nothing beyond what Plato or ~ 
Confucius or Lao-tze has to say on , 
the specific question of social se-
curity. The 1948 Republican or 
Democratic platform is clearer on 
the specific question of minority 
rights than is the New Testament. 
Individual Christians may-indeed 
must-come to decisions which ~ 
they are prepared to defend on the 
'r burning issues of the moment. But 
rarely if ever are political or eco-
nomic issues such clear black-or-
white propositions that the Church 
can speak a unanimous answer. ~ 
No, the Church is not a dispen-
sary but a surgery. Her task is not • 
to palliate symptoms but to excise 
cancers. Symptoms vary from cen-
tury to century as they vary from 
patient to patient, but the disease 
which has put the atomic age on • 
the critical list is the same disease 
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that killed old Rome and Athens 
and Egypt and Sumeria. Its name 
is sin and its cure is forgiveness 
and that is all that the Church 
really has to say to the twentieth 
century. But what can you do with 
a patient who insists that he has 
no cancer, that the malignant 
growth which is sa ppin g hi s 
strength is, actually, a mark of 
health and wholeness? 
Our neurotic age needs to be 
· .; told, then, that the alternatives 
are death or surgery, forgiveness 
or damnation. The quacks, the 
medicine men, the herb doctors 
have all had their chance and the 
• patient is worse off than before. 
" On one thing only they are agreed 
- that the pa tient must have a 
prescription- and on that they ar c 
wrong. 
Good Friday and Easter. These 
are the only two days in man 's 
long history which have really 
t made sense, which have been rele-
vant to the wisdom and mercy and 
' justice of God. And from those 
,. two days we may draw the lesson 
of relevance for any century, any 
age. Not progress, not self-improve-
" ment, not world organization, not 
welfare legislation, not even un-
selfishness and a return to morality 
' 
will cure the ills that beset us. 
Death and resurrection are the 
indispensable prerequisites to life. 
The Cross on Calvary, not the Ser-
~ mon on the Mount, is Christiani-
ty's solution to man's extremity. 
" 
Higher Criticism 
O NE of our book reviewers, who has been trying without much 
success to master the jargon of his 
craft, was speculating the other 
day on the sort of review some of 
the acknowledged classics might 
have gotten had they appeared in 
our own day. We suggested that 
he try his hand at it and the result 
is the following review, as it might 
have appeared in the pages of a 
"liberal" theological quarterly: 
A PSALM (Number 23 
in a Series). 
By David Ben-Jesse. J erusalem. 
The King's Printer. 1047 B.c. 
1 page. 
David Ben-J esse is the pen name 
of His Majesty, the King. It may 
seem strange that the king, whose 
abilities as a soldier and a states-
man no one would question, 
should have turned his attention 
toward religious writing, particu-
larly after the shocking incident 
of the shewbread, but there seems 
to be a compulsion in laymen who 
have attained a certain mastery 
of their own field to take on also 
the problems of theology. 
Concerning the versification and 
form of the present work, little 
need be said. It follows the tradi-
tional lines of structure in a way 
that could almost be called imita-
tive. The undoubted mass appeal 
of this sort of verse can not be 
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denied. But certainly any one who 
hopes for new direction, new vigor, 
a new departure in poetry must 
regret that the King has placed 
himself among the exponents of 
this sterile traditionalism. Perhaps 
he feels that what was good 
enough for Moses is good enough 
for him. Unfortunately, too often 
traditional forms embody tradi-
tional theologies, and it is this 
point that we think worthy of ex-
tended comment in the case of 
the present work. 
is to make religion parochial and 
to reduce the Ineffable to a mere 
cult-symbol. 
Almost equally distressing is the 
extreme subjectivism of the work. 
The first person singular occurs, 
in nominative, possessive, or ac-
cusative form, seventeen times in 
six verses, an average of almost 
three times per verse. This is in 
keeping with the traditional sub-
jectivism of certain fundamentalist 
groups (especially the neo-Mosaic-
ism of the school of Samuel), but 
no respectable theologian of the 
past fifty years could take seriously 
Perhaps the most distressing 
thing, to the professional theolo-
gian, is the King's insistent anthro-
pomorphization of the Deity. The 
symbol of the Deity as a shepherd 
undoubtedly held meaning for our 
fathers (who were, after all, mostly 
shepherds) but it signifies little to, 
let us say, the typical J erusalemite 
whose only contact with sheep 
comes after they have been through 
the slaughtering house. Some 
visual symbol is, perhaps, neces-
sary for the average man. But the 
symbol must be pertinent to the 
age. It must affirm not only the 
Esse but the Non-Esse of the re-
ality. More important, if we are 
to attain any true cecumenicity, 
the symbol must be existentially 
apprehensible to the Athenian as 
well as the Jerusalemite, to the 
Egyptian as well as the Jew. To 
symbolize the Deity in an eco-
nomic type characteristic only of 
certain dryland pastoral economies 
a picture of the Deity setting tables 
before people, or anointing their 
heads with oil. Our fathers, living 
in a little corner of a little world, 
may have been able to picture the 
Deity running errands for individ-
uals. It would be hard for us to 
imagine him looking after all of 
the little problems that bother the 
millions of men and women scat-
tered over the whole Mediterrane-
.. 
an area. As the world grows, our 
concept of God must grow. 
Finally, the work indicates that 
the King has lost none of his old 
and much-regretted ecclesiasticism. 
The sting this time is saved until 
the end, but it is there. Rather ,.. 
ingenuously, one might say, in 
view of the mortality statistics 
which are kept up to date by his 
own Bureau of the Census, the 
~ King asserts that he "will dwell 
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This is, of course, a veiled thrust 
at the critics of ecclesiasticism who 
first encountered the King's dis-
pleasure when they dared to criti-
cize his exuberant conduct at the 
time the Ark of the Covenant was 
brought into Jerusalem. It will 
probably do no good to point out 
again that ecclesiasticism is a nat-
ural concomitant of dogmatism. 
Fortunately it is not likely that 
this sort of verse will ever be wide-
ly read outside the limited circle 
of narrow-minded fundamental-
ists, literary amateurs, and royal 
sycophants which has heretofore 
supplied the royal poet with his 
audience. But when will our 
people produce the man who can 
give words to the great stirrings 
in our midst? 
The King and the Curmudgeon 
W ITHIN a week, two men died, the one an Englishman, the 
other an American. Both had 
served their country long and 
faithfully. Both held to a rigid 
standard of high civic morality. 
Both, at times, exhibited the testi-
ness that so often goes with in-
flexible morality. 
George VI and Harold L. Ickes 
had come to power by very di-
verse routes. The King had in-
herited his high office. Ickes, the 
self-styled curmudgeon, became 
Secretary of the Interior by presi-
dential appointment. The con-
f trasts between the two men's rise 
to power illustrates perhaps as 
well as it can ever be illustrated 
the capacity within a free system 
for bringing good men to power, 
however great the formal differ-
ences may be between systems. 
Hereditary right, limited by law, 
has given Great Britain a succes-
sion of good monarchs and de-
voted statesmen for a century and 
a half. The elective process has, 
with a few exceptions, provided 
the United States with able leader-
ship for a century and three quar-
ters. 
Freedom, after all, is not merely 
a matter of constitutions and bills 
of rights. No document can secure 
freedom to a people unless there 
is first of all the vital determina-
tion to be free. Nor can the trap-
pings of absolutism deny freedom 
to men who are determined to be 
free. Within both the British sys-
tem and the American system the 
possibility of a legal tyranny lies 
in wait for the generation that 
puts its trust wholly in laws and 
documents. Constitutionally, there 
are no more limits upon the 
power of the British sovereign 
than there are upon the powers 
of King Ibn Saud, yet Britain is 
democratic and Saudi Arabia is an 
absolutism. The 1857 Constitution 
of the Argentine Republic is al-
most a word-for-word copy of the 
Constitution of the United States, 
but Argentina has known dicta-
torship, revolution, and periods of 
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near anarchy while we have, with 
one exception, resolved our diffi-
culties by an orderly process of 
evolution. 
George VI and Harold Ickes 
belong now to the perfect democ-
racy of the dead. They served their 
people and their age well and are 
now members of the great com-
pany of witnesses to the vitality 
of free systems. The awareness 
that responsibility for carrying on 
the work is passing more and more 
into the hands of the generation 
born since the turn of the century 
must be, for all of us, a humbling 
and sobering realization. 
Early Marriage 
"\ '\\ JE ARE happy to add our 
VV endorsement to Dr. Herman 
N. Bundesen's approval of the 
trend toward earlier marriages. 
Dr. Bundesen, veteran health com-
missioner of the city of Chicago, 
has written a new book, Toward 
Manhood (Lippincott), in which 
he urges the revision of some of 
our traditional notions about the 
proper age for marriage and enu-
merates the points in favor of 
early marriage. 
There can be no doubt that 
young people of our day are 
caught between two severe strains 
upon their continency. On the 
one hand, the age at which close 
parental supervision is relaxed 
seems to be steadily declining. The 
high schools and even the grade 
schools take up more and more of 
the child's time, placing him at 
the age of twelve or fourteen al-
ready in a social environment into -t 
which some of us, in our genera-
tion, did not move until we were 
between sixteen and eighteen. The 
whole process of admission into ._ 
adolescent and adult activity has 
been speeded up considerably even .. 
since World War II. 
On the other hand, the age at 
which young people achieve eco-
nomic independence has been 
steadily rising. In the past twenty ~ 
to twenty-five years, the A.B. de- ,.. 
gree has come to be as much a 
necessity for many jobs as the high 
school diploma once was. For most 
professional fields, the master's or 
Ph.D. is now practically a neces-
sity. 
Thus young people find them- JJ 
selves maturing socially at an .. earlier age but becoming self-
supporting at a later age than 
did their fathers. The temptation 
to incontinency has, therefore, be-
come greater. And the relaxation "" 
of moral standards has made it 
no easier to resist temptation. 
But setting aside the moral 
problem, there are numerous posi-
tive reasons for favoring earlier 
marriage. The always-difficult ad-
justments of marriage become in- • 
creasingly difficult as one gets • 
older and more set in his ways. 
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The experience of sharing the dif-
ficulties of getting a start and 
climbing the ladder of professional 
growth and advancement together 
helps to cement marriage. Having 
children at an age where one is 
still young enough to stand their 
sometimes overwhelming exuber· 
ance would seem to make for a 





There are, we know, a number 
of arguments against early mar-
riage also. Our own experience 
with students causes us to feel 
that the good points outweigh 
the bad and we have long been 
wondering whether some arrange-
ment might not be made to permit 
a much higher percentage of stu-
dents to marry before they finish 
college. The problem is chiefly one 
of money. Perhaps, as Dr. Robert 
Maynard Hutchins once advised, 
we should pension people while 
they are young and trying to get 
a start rather than when they 
become old and have had the 
opportunity to accumulate savings. 
Big Smile 
T WICE during the past month, we have found ourself the res-
tive subject of a photographer and 
in each case, after the ri tual chin 
• lifting and position shifting, we 
were enjoined to "give us a beeeeg 
• smile now." In neither case did we 
comply, and lest we be charged 
with dropping vinegar into the 
milk of human kindness, we shall 
explain why we did not comply. 
The chief reason why we do not 
smile when we have our picture 
taken is that the ostensible pur-
pose of taking a picture is to catch 
the subject as he is. Like most of 
humankind, we smile when we 
are pleased about something, 
laugh when we hear a joke; frown 
when the toast is burnt, and blow 
our top when we read about Har-
ry Vaughan. Otherwise we move 
about with an expression that va-
ries from blank to harried. To pre-
sent ourselves to posterity as a 
good-natured, lighthearted sort of 
person would be to tell only a part 
(and an untypical part at that) of 
the truth. If a photographer wants 
an untypical pose, why doesn't he 
ask some time for a "beeeeeg 
scowl?" 
Reason number two 1s that 
most human faces are considerably 
more attractive in repose than 
they are when they are trying to 
register either great pleasure or 
great displeasure. How many of 
the great portrait painters have 
painted their subjects either 
laughing or scowling? Even the 
Mona Lisa could hardly be prop-
erly described as smiling. As a 
matter of fact, it seems that only 
Americans assume that a smile is 
essential to a good portrait. A 
European aims a t a quiet dignity 
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in his portrait and would rather 
appear over-stiff when over-re-
laxed. 
And a final reason for our pok-
er-faced obdurateness is that quite 
often a smile is altogether incon-
gruous to the purpose of the por-
trait. If a man is running for coun-
ty sheriff with a promise to chase 
the crooks out of the county, we 
don't want any happy, easy-going 
man with a big friendly smile. We 
want a rather stern, hard-bitten 
character with enough righteous 
indignation in his get-up to en-
sure that he is actually the man 
for a stern job. Likewise, we be-
gin to have suspicions when a 
group portrait of a pastoral con-
ference shows all of the reverend 
brethren wreathed in smiles. The 
thought occurs that maybe they 
have been swapping jokes instead 
of studying the cure of souls. 
So let the photographers beg as 
they will, posterity is going to 
know that at least one member of 
the Early Atomic generation was 
not radiating sweetness and light 
all over the place. We shall be 
there in the back row, the only 
member of the club with his 
mouth shut and eyes uncrinkled, 
the one harried parent and citizen 
in a sea of people who use Pepso-
dent. 
The greatest argument that Soviet Russia is using 
among the colored peoples of the world to turn them 
against the United States is the American treatment of 
American citizens whose skin is not white. 






All One Body, We 
By ANDREW ScHuLzE 
L IBERTY magazine of November, 1945, carried an article of 
which a former governor of Louisi-
ana was one of the two authors. 
According to this article there 
were at that time nine million 
Negroes in the South and four 
million in the North and West. 
It was predicted that, because of 
certain changes which are taking 
place in the South, these figures 
would be inverted in the not dis-
tant future. These people are mov-
ing to our great industrial centers 
like Detroit, New York, and Chi-
cago. In 1910 the Negro popula-
tion of Chicago was but two per 
cent of the total population; to-
day it is about thirteen per cent 
and numbers approximately 500,-
000, with more coming, and more 
still to come. 
The violence that broke out in 
Cicero, Illinois, when one Negro 
family endeavored to move into 
that suburban town bordering 
Chicago, is a growing pain while 
the population change is taking 
place. Negroes are moving into 
the downtown sections of our 
larger cities and they will move 
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into the suburban areas in time 
despite the anti-Negro sentiment 
that has been whipped up in many 
of these places, the Cicero incident 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The activities of the anti-Negro 
forces of these areas may be de-
scribed as a delaying action. It 
won't be long now. 
In the meantime Negroes are 
moving into the older sections of 
the cities where the big churches 
of our several major denomina-
tions are to be found. They are 
moving into the very shadow of 
churches which for decades have 
been the numerical and financial 
strength of their respective de-
nominations. A rather careful 
study made in the summer of 1950 
revealed that no less than 300 
churches of the denomination with 
which the writer is identified were 
in such changing communities of 
the North and West. 
Segregate or Integrate? 
W HAT shall a congregation in an area of this description 
do? Shall it sell its property and 
move out? Shall it offer its prop-
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erty at a reasonable figure to the 
mission board of its church body 
for the establishment of a Negro 
mission, and then try to relocate 
in some lily-white suburban area? 
Or shall the congregation assimi-
late the new people of the com-
munity into its congregational fel-
lowship? 
For a Christian, who knows the 
mind of Christ, to ask the question 
is to answer it. There may be diffi-
culties in doing it, but there are 
no two sides to the question. 
Christ's answer is clear and em-
phatic. We are, in this matter, 
either for or against Him. The 
congregation will serve either God 
or mammon. Fortunately, God in 
His holy Word doesn't give a con-
gregation the power to choose its 
brethren in the faith nor give it 
the privilege of deciding who is 
to be included in His fellowship, 
for the fellowship of the Church 
is the fellowship of God. This is 
His requisite for Christian fra-
ternity and the fellowship of His 
Church: repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To reject the members of 
His mystical body, those who are 
united to Him by a living faith, 
is to reject Him. To exclude any 
unchurched person of the com-
munity from the congregation's 
mission endeavor is disobedience 
toward the Captain of their salva-
tion and defiance of His marching 
orders. To try to effect a compro-
mise by offering the same Gospel 
and the same Lord in a segregated 
church around the corner, in the 
parish hall, or even in the same 
place of worship at an hour when 
the congregation is absent, is a 
rationalization which involves a 
denial of the very principle upon 
which the Church is founded. 
The Rev. 0. E. Feucht, head of 
the Department of Adult Educa-
tion of the Lutheran Church-Mis-
souri Synod, in an essay read at the 
1950 Valparaiso Institute on Race 
Relations, said, "A Church that 
sets up conditions for entering the 
Church other than those laid down 
in Scripture offends against Scrip-
ture and qegrades itself into a 
sect. The Scriptures know no ra-
cial limitations with regard to 
church membership." 
The Status Q uo 
W HAT are the churches in our changing communities 
doing? 
In The Church in the Indus-
trial Age, Schlesinger writes: "The 
Protestant Church had a middle- '-' 
class outlook. The building of " 
churches fell behind the popula-
tion; many prosperous churches ,. 
were stranded by shift of popula-
tion. In the twenty years be-
fore 1888, seventeen Protestant I 
churches moved out of the district ...... 
below 14th Street in New York, 
although 20o,ooo more people 
crowded into it. After 1878, 22,000 '¥ 
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.. in the 13th ward of Boston did not have one Protestant church; 
6o,ooo in the heart of Chicago had 
no church at all." H e comments 
further : "Regions which needed 
religion the worst had none," and 
makes this further caustic remark: 
"In religion nothing failed like 
success." 
In those days there was at least 
a semblance -of justification for 
the Protestant churches that pulled 
up stakes and moved out. The 
people coming into the community 
• ., were predominantly of Roman 
Catholic tradition. The picture is 
inverted now. The Negroes mov-
ing into our cities have as a whole 
a Protestant tradition. One might 
today expect the Roman Catholic 
r 
~ 
churches of our changing commu-
nities to move out and the Protes-
tant churches to remain. However, 
a very rigid pattern to the con-
'" trary has been established by Prot-
estantism, while the Roman Cath-
... olic parishes remain. 
Here and there a Protestant 
church may stay on. In most cases, 
' __, though, such churches do not cater 
to the people of the community, .. 
or they lack the technique of 
..,. doing so effectively. Almost all the 
large church buildings in the 
~ ~ inner-city of our great industrial 
!-. communities which today house 
Negro Baptist or Negro Methodist 
congregations were at one time 
the property of Caucasian Prot-
• estant congregations. Any of our 
large cities could provide a long 
list of such churches. Referring to 
Protestant churches in a changing 
community, Dr. Samuel S. Kin-
cheloe writes in The American 
City and its Churches) "The work 
[in these churches] is carried on 
by their own members for their 
own sake. . . . Though there are 
factors which cause the behavior 
to vary from church to church, 
intensive case studies over a period 
of years reveal great similarity in 
the processes of decline of these 
institutions, and give us what 
might be called the behavior pat-
tern of the dying churches." 
"At least eight Detroit Lutheran 
churches of various synodical con-
nections have sold out and moved 
out during the past twenty-five 
years. A number of others have 
already decided to move as soon 
as possible. My Congregational 
Church neighbors have sold a 
$3oo,ooo church plant (replace-
ment value multiply by two) to 
the colored folks for $10o,ooo, 
moving way out into a 'new' neigh-
borhood." ("Must the Downtown 
Church Die?" by F. A. Hertwig, 
in Today) Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 5·) 
While in most instances Prot-
estant churches move out, Roman 
Catholic churches remain and as-
similate people of the community. 
"In Chicago, for example, while 
hundreds of Protestant churches 
have moved or died, only three 
or four Roman Catholic churches 
r--------------------------,r-------------·-------
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have succumbed." (The American 
City and Its Church, p. 95·) The 
present writer watched closely 
some six or eight Roman Catholic 
parishes in St. Louis over a period 
of nineteen years. All of them 
either are or at one time were in 
a changing community. Each one 
remained. 
Chicago, typical of our large 
Northern metropolises, has at this 
time at the most ten Protestant 
churches integrating Negroes and 
members of other racial minority 
groups into their fellowship. It is 
doubtful whether one of them was 
doing so ten years ago. These 
churches are nevertheless still the 
exception to the rule. About 25 
churches of one Protestant denom-
ination in the same city have Ne-
groes within walking distance of 
their respective places of worship. 
None of them has to this time 
integrated any of these their new 
neighbors into their fellowship. 
The Beam in Our Own Eye 
1r N AREAS of social life outside the 
Jl church, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ calls for a demonstration 
of Christian sincerity in the treat-
ment given Negroes and other 
minority group members. Chris-
tian action is to be found working 
in behalf of one's neighbor in all 
his needs, whether they relate to 
housing, work, schooling, the use 
of public facilities, and in any of 
the many areas of possible social 
contact. But until the church 
opens its doors and offers its fel-
lowship to all who will accept it, 
specifically Christian action in 
effecting the needed social change 
in the community will remain 
more or less impotent, and any 
gesture in this direction will be 
branded with the epithet of in-
sincerity. For if we Christians are 
not willing to accept our human 
brother into our church home, 
how can we hope to impress the 
world with the sincerity of our 
endeavor to lower the bars that 
are raised against him by the 
world! 
... 
To illustrate. "The Federal 
Council of Churches recently con- .A 
tended that it was a 'violation of 
the gospel of love and human 
brotherhood' for the University 
of Texas to debar a Negro, Her-
man Sweatt, from its law school. ~ 
Counsel for the state of Texas re- .., 
plied that the council's contention 
had no weight because the reli- .. 
gious denominations represented 
by the council maintain separate 
denominational colleges and r.. 
churches for black and white. Un-
til the church begins to break 
down the 'middle wall of parti- .,. 
tion' in its own structure and 
membership, society will refuse to 
listen when it calls for a non-
segregated society." ("Toward a 
Color-Blind Church," by Andrew 
Juvinall, in Christian Century, 
July 12, 1950.) • 
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The difficulty of not effecting 
proper social action by the Church 
for the church and the community 
in this field of social relationship 
cannot be traced to the Christian 
Gospel. The Scriptures have prop-
er pronouncements innumerable, 
and the history of the Church be-
ginning with apostolic times clear-
ly demonstrates the effectiveness 
of Gospel pronouncements when 
properly taught and applied. Nor 
can we lay the blame squarely at 
the feet of those who regularly sit 
in the pews of the church and pro-
~ fess "I believe." Benjamin E. Mays, 
r. 
president of Morehouse College, 
author and columnist, writes in 
~ his booklet, Seeking to be Chris-
tian in Race Relations: "The true 
Christian not only has faith that 
leads to action, but he has faith 
that the results of his action ul-
• timately will be good. . . . The 




U PON the shoulders of the lead-..,~ ers of the Church rests a great 
responsibility. Humanly speaking, 
without proper leadership the 
Church will not move on toward 
.; the accomplishment of God's will 
in the field of race relations in the 
Church. The Red Sea was no big-
~ ger before Moses led the children 
of Israel through it than when he 
4 did; but, under God, it took him, 
~ the leader, to bring God's people 
out of Egypt. And the walls of 
Jericho were no stronger before 
than when Joshua took over the 
leadership of Israel; but when, 
under God, he, the leader, caused 
the Israelites to march, the walls 
came tumbling down . 
Leadership must assert itself on 
every level, in the local parish, in 
the district or state organization, 
and in the Church at large. With-
in the past ten years there have 
been many good pronouncements 
by leaders, officials, and commis-
sions of many of the major Prot-
estant denominations. They have 
spoken with ever greater clarity 
as to what the Church's position 
should be. Within my own church 
body an official commission is at 
present preparing a set of evan-
gelical techniques and guidelines 
for the integration of racial mi-
nority groups into the full fellow-
ship of established congregations. 
Many, though, endeavor to by-
pass the issue, thinking it outside 
the province of their responsibil-
ity, or inexpedient to do anything 
to change the status quo. In my 
church there is a tendency to say, 
"The congregation is autonomous. 
We cannot interfere with its di-
vinely bestowed rights." Many pas-
tors, . too, sidetrack the issue in the 
same manner rather than take the 
proper leadership which God ex-
pects of them. They don't want 
the applecart to be upset. One 
pastor, when asked why he doesn't 
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effect a program of integration in 
his congregation, admitted that 
such a procedure would be ethical, 
but added, "You see it's so peace-
ful here." This is the peace of the 
priest and the Levite "passing by 
on the other side." 
"The plight of a church situated 
in a neighborhood that is obvious-
ly deteriorating physically and so-
cially has often been called a 
tragedy. The real tragedy lies in 
the willingness of many a congre-
gation to turn its back on such a 
community by relocating with no 
thought as to the souls who still 
live in that area. Surely the basic 
consideration ought be that any 
church once established in a com-
munity has an obligation toward 
that community from which it 
cannot free itself by relocating." 
(By William M. Stieve, in Today, 
Vol. 3, No. 8, p. 18.) The same 
writer continues: "The commu-
nion of saints knows no lines of 
race, color, or culture. The family 
next door may be former Catholics 
of Italian extraction, the children 
in the tenement down the block 
church-less Greeks, the widow who 
lives alone over the delicatessen a 
native of Norway, the colored 
ladies in the next block nominally 
Baptist and Episcopalian, respec-
tively. All of these souls are a part 
of the physical community in 
which our church is located. ''\That 
a glorious opportunity for our 
church to invite them all to be-
come a part of the spiritual com-
munity of which our church is the 
core! So long as they have no ac-
tive church affiliation, they are a 
challenge to the best which we, 
under God, have to offer." 
The Showdown 
.. 
1fT Is evident that it is God's will t; 
lL that people of the community 
be invited and received into the 
full fellowship of the local con-
gregation. It is incumbent upon 
the leader of the flock to see that 
no other policy is followed even 
though doing so may cost him his 
professional neck, even though di-
visions and contentions may arise 
threatening the very existence of 
the congregation as an institution. 
A true Christian leader will build 
the institution, however, only to 
the glory of God, never according 
to a policy in opposition to the • 
will of God. If a showdown comes, 
if it becomes a matter of a clear ~ 
choice between maintaining the ... 
institution or doing the will of 
God, the pastor has no alternative. 
The Rev. Philip Johnson re- " 
ceived a call to become pastor of 
Salem Lutheran Church of Chi-
cago which at the time was in a 
changing community. He knew the It: 
circumstances in the community 
and accepted the call. Immediately 
upon taking over the pastorate of ' 
this church he began conditioning ~ 
his parish for a proper God-pleas-
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were moving into the neighbor-
hood of the church. When mob 
violence was threatening in the 
community he wrote a sane and 
dispassionate letter to the people 
of the area, had it mimeographed, 
called his junior catechumens to· 
gether and directed them to de-
liver a copy of the letter to each 
family in the community. Violence 
was averted and, according to the 
testimony of the Chicago Com-
mission on Human Relations, 
peace was restored at least to a 
great extent by the letter of Pas-
tor Johnson. Under his leadership 
a community organization has 
been effected which has both Ne-
gro and Caucasian membership. 
The organization is trying to 
bring neighbors together on a 
friendly basis to maintain decent 
community standards. Negroes 
coming to his church are, as a 
result of his Christian leadership, 
received with a sincere welcome, 
and he is now working toward the 
integration of Negro prospects in-
to the fellowship of the congrega-
tion. He and his congregation are 
doing this in a community where 
there is still very much racial an-
tagonism. Salem congregation re-
cently had a reception honoring 
the pastor for his leadership. 
Unless the Church can more 
and more produce God-fearing 
pastors, and that right soon, pas-
tors who look to God's will rather 
than what to them may seem ex-
pedient, she will come into ever 
greater disrepute, and honest men 
will be inclined to say "The Lord 
is not in His holy temple." 
And the Negro, the future citi-
zen of the American metropolis? 
"If it is assumed that the Negro 
is not going to continue to accept 
segregation, either the Christian 
churches must alter their racial 
practices or the Negro will discard 
his church membership. It will be 
especially easy for Negroes to 
choose the latter course as they 
learn that racial segregation has 
been largely eliminated in the one 
country where religion has been 
most frowned upon-Soviet Rus-
sia." (Liston Pope in Survey 
Graphic, January, 1947.) 
Either, or; the Church-the 
great ecumenical movement for 
the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God, or-a shrivelling sect! 
Our Respectable 
Fifth Column 
By CLEMONCE SABOURIN 
W E DETEST fifth columnists. For fifth columnists are citi-
zens who, while enjoying the ad-
vantages of citizenship, work 
against their own country in the 
interest of a foreign power. 
But what about those citizens 
who work in the interest of a 
foreign power without themselves 
being conscious of their damag-
ing activities? We have many such 
persons within the United States. 
And they come from every walk 
of life. We find them among the 
unskilled laborers of our coun-
try, among the highly trained pro-
fessional and business men, among 
local politicians and national of-
fice holders. They are the ditch-
diggers who step on their spades 
and curse their Negro neighbor; 
the doctors who, having sworn to 
aid suffering humanity, deny hos-
pital facilities to Negro patients 
and professional privileges to Ne-
gro doctors; the clergymen who 
preach the Gospel of Christ and 
deny its full application to Negro 
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Christians; the politicians who 
campaign in the name of democ-
racy and condone the killing of 
Negroes at the polls; the judges 
who deal out a left-handed justice 
to Negro litigants; the State De-
partment officials who attempt to 
sell democracy abroad while de-
nying democratic rights and priv-
ileges to Negro citizens at home. 
True, many of these people are 
highly respected by their fellow-
citizens. But, inasmuch as they are 
working against the best interests 
of their country and playing into 
the hands of a foreign power, we 
do not have to stretch a point to 
classify them as fifth columnists, 
respectable fifth columnists, but 
fifth columnists nevertheless. 
How do our respectable fifth 
columnists work against the best 
interests of their country and play 
into the hands of a foreign power? 
Let's look at it this way: 
The United States, blessed be-
yond measure, represents the great-
est country in the world today. 
.. 
.. 
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Within a comparatively short 
period of time, an urgent call to 
world leadership has been placed 
before us. Willingly or unwilling-
ly, we must accept this call. Under 
God, we have the men; we have 
the money; we have the power; 
we have the ideals. But we dare 
not forget that this world, the 
leadership of which is fast descend-
ing upon our shoulders, is made 
up chiefly of colored peoples. Let 
us repeat: The world that is grop-
ing about for constructive leader-
ship is made up chiefly of colored 
peoples. And we are "a white 
man's country"! The record of 
our dealings with colored peoples, 
from the American Indian in 1620 
to the American Negro in 1952, is 
none too good. This is the fact 
that leads the colored millions of 
the world's population to suspect 
our intentions. 
Should their suspicions be of 
any concern to us? In March of 
1951, the Philadelphia Friends, 
urging the country to cultivate 
the good-will of the colored peoples 
of the world, warned: "Under-
privileged and neglected racial 
groups hold the balance of power 
in the world-wide struggle between 
democracy and communism." If 
this is true (and we are convinced 
that it is), then we must be con-
cerned about what these racial 
groups think of us. If we are to 
preserve the freedoms we cherish, 
we must have them on our side. 
But our actions are very often 
offensive to the colored peoples 
of the world. 
Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, Director 
of Special Research for the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, in his 
book, Color and Democracy: Colo-
nies and Peace, had this to say 
about the effect of our attitude 
upon Japan: " ... the world and 
Western civilization were not will-
ing to receive Japan in complete 
partnership with recognition of 
the racial equality of yellow peo-
ples. The result of this, in the 
kaleidoscopic changes between the 
First World War and the Second, 
was that Japan, after demanding 
racial equality in the League of 
Nations, and being rather per-
emptorily denied even theoretical 
confirmation by Great Britain 
and the United States, gradually 
turned and began to work towards 
the hegemony of Asia." 
The same writer asserts that 
America's handling of the "Negro 
Problem" furnished the pattern 
for Hitler's persecution of the 
Jews. 
In the Union of South Africa 
two million white Europeans seg-
regate and disfranchise eight mil-
lion Africans and two hundred 
thousand Indians. Dr. J. B. Ma-
rias, a Dutch Reformed Church 
leader of South Africa, made a 
tour of some four thousand miles 
through our southern states. And, 
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although he could not find a 
southern clergyman who would 
try to defend racial segregation 
and discrimination on the basis 
of the Bible (in confirmation of 
the practices of the Dutch Re-
formed Church of South Africa), 
he did not fail to discover that 
the practice of Christianity in 
America falls far short of what we 
preach. Surely, as long as we are 
looked upon by other nations as 
the ones who set the pattern in 
segregation and discrimination, 
we cannot expect to gain the good-
will of the races against whom 
such practices are directed. 
In a recent broadcast over the 
Columbia Network, Mr. Dwight 
Cook, on the program called "You 
and the World," interviewed a 
Mr. Wayne Hartwell, who had 
just returned from a six-year stay 
in India. During the course of 
the interview, Mr. Hartwell stated 
in substance: "The Indians are 
aware of the fact that they are a 
colored people and that there is 
a race problem in the United 
States. They read avidly every-
thing that is written on the white 
man's treatment of the American 
Negro. The materials are supplied 
them by the communist press." 
Later in the broadcast Mr. Hart-
well stated significantly: "We must 
have India on our side!" 
Justice William 0. Douglas says 
in his book, Strange Lands and 
Friendly People: "Soviet propa-
ganda beamed to the Middle East 
exploits the news of the day. It em-
phasizes and exaggerates the weak-
nesses and frailties in existing re-
gimes. It constantly reminds the 
natives of their grievances. It 
whispers suspicions about those in 
power. It charges America and 
England with having designs on 
every nation in the region, with 
planning to make each one a 
subservient colony in a large im-
perial system. It represents the 
Soviets as the forces of Good in 
the world, America and England 
and all non-Communists as the 
forces of Evil. It identifies the 
Soviets with every minority cause, 
with every nationalist ambition." 
And what is true of Communist 
propaganda in the Middle East is 
true of Communist propaganda 
all over the world. Because they 
strike us at our weakest spot their 
techniques are effective. If not, 
there would be no point to the 
program staged at Madison Square 
Garden on March 6, 1952, for the 
avowed purpose of "refuting the 
Communist lies that there is no 
hope in America for Negro citi-
zens." Nor would Mrs. Roosevelt 
have been forced to admit, while 
speaking before the Humanitarian 
and Cultural Committee of the 
UN General Assembly in Decem-
ber of 1951, that "the United 
States does not claim to have 
reached perfection" in its treat-
ment of its Negro citizens. 
... 
.. 
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A few years ago James F. Byrnes 
was our Secretary of State. He 
represented America. He spoke for 
Democracy. Today this same man, 
now governor of South Carolina, 
is making frantic efforts to fore-
stall any possibility of permitting 
colored children to attend schools 
set aside for white children. 
The effect of this American 
weakness upon the colored peo-
ples of the world is not difficult to 
imagine. We cannot expect to sell 
democracy abroad if we do not 
practice it at home. We cannot 
expect the colored peoples of the 
world to trust us if we are not 
truly democratic in our treatment 
of colored people at home. 
We tell the colored peoples of 
the world that we believe in free-
dom of speech. Yet, when Harry 
Moore, of Mims, Florida, spoke 
up for the better treatment of his 
Negro fellow-citizens, he and his 
wife were bombed to death, and 
that on December 25, the holiest 
night of the year. 
We tell the colored peoples of 
• the world that we believe in the 
right of every citizen to vote and 
hold office. Yet, our own colored 
citizens who attempt to vote are, 
in many places, intimidated, ter-
rorized, or even murdered at the 
polls. 
_. We tell them that we want 
~ every person to be well housed. 
Yet, we force our Negro Citizens 
to create and inhabit disease-
breeding ghettos. And, at times, 
mob or bomb those who do not 
conform. 
We tell them that we believe 
in the right of individual owner-
ship. Yet, our own Negro share-
croppers and tenant farmers are 
often as much enslaved and im-
poverished as the peasants of Asia. 
We tell them that we believe in 
equal justice before the law. Yet, 
we can try, and even convict, a 
Negro man for looking at a white 
woman "with intent to rape," and 
retain in office a Florida sheriff 
who shot to death a handcuffed 
Negro prisoner. 
We tell them that we believe 
in the education of the masses. 
Yet, the education given Negro 
children in some sections of our 
country is nothing by comparison 
with that given white children in 
the same areas. 
We tell them that we believe 
in the right of every man to earn 
an honest living. Yet, we discrim-
inate against Negro workmen in 
the North and balk every attempt 
to establish fair employment prac-
tices in the South. 
The colored people of the world 
are not fools. With the aid of Rus-
sian propagandists, they are weigh-
ing us in the balance . . . and, so 
far, we are found wanting. 
What shall we do? How can we 
keep our respectable fifth column-
ists from turning the majority of 
the world's population against us 
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and playing into the hands of the 
Communists? We can explain to 
the colored peoples of the world 
that gradually things are chang-
ing; that our Federal Government 
cannot be held responsible for the 
actions of local citizens. But that 
is not enough. These people will 
not listen to our rationalizations. 
They know that if we wanted to 
do something about it, we would 
do something about it! 
Must we lose the moral leader-
ship of the world by default? That 
would mean disaster. The only 
alternative is to meet the respon· 
sibilities facing us head-on. By 
making America the showcase of 
democracy, we must convince the 
colored peoples of the world that 
we stand for social justice. We 
strongly urge the following: 
1. A call to repentance. 
Through all the facilities at our 
disposal (press, radio, television, 
the moving picture industry), let 
us call upon America to repent 
of the sins caused by racial preju-
dices and promise to amend. 
2. A program of education. We 
are not speaking of the gradual-
ism advocated by those who dream 
of changes in the distant future. 
Our experience with a stepped-
up educational program during 
World War II taught us the value 
of concentration on just one sub-
ject at a time. Wonders were done 
by that method. Let us concen-
trate on the interracial practices 
required by the democratic creed 
which we profess. If modern com-
munication facilities and tech-
niques could make "The Flying 
Enterprise" and "Captain Stay-
Put" household words in one 
short week, our concentrated pro-
pagation of democratic practices 
should not take more than thirty 
days. Then we could taper off. 
3· Laws with teeth and men 
with ~he courage to bite. Since 
local governments have failed so 
dismally in this respect, we must 
pass Federal laws covering every 
aspect of civil rights, and we must 
set up effective means of enforce-
ment. 
4· Negro agents. We must train 
and send Negro technicians, farm-
agents, etc., enthusiastic for De-
mocracy-our Democracy-to live 
and work among the colored peo-





5· Conditional aid. We must ,. 
give financial aid only to those 
foreign governments who guaran-
tee social justice to their colored 
colonials. 
6. Pray God that we are not 
too late! 
... 
Civil Rights Progress 
Report, ][946-][952 
BY LOUIS F. BARTELT 
CIVIL rights has become a com-monplace and popular term 
particularly within the past dec-
ade. Although its scope is broad, 
applicable in many instances to 
situations and circumstances far 
removed from any problems con-
cerning Negroes as Negroes, events 
in the past five years have empha-
sized civil rights as they relate to 
the American Negro. The rights 
involved are those which Cau-
casians enjoy or claim to possess; 
consequently, little thought has 
been given to their denial except 
by those who are directly and ad-
versely affected, the Negro popula-
tion of the United States. It is the 
purpose of this article to examine 
in the light of recent and signif-
icant judicial pronouncements the 
advances the Negro has made in 
his struggle to attain a place of 
equality with his white brother. 
If one is properly attuned, he 
cannot help but hear the sounds 
of unrest that emanate from the 
Harlems and South State Streets 
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that are the American ghettos. 
These sounds take the form of de-
mands for better housing, ade-
quate education, an end to segre-
gation and discrimination. The 
demands are not new, but they 
are voiced in stronger, more artic-
ulate tones. During the fifty or 
seventy-five years following the 
Civil War, the attacks made in 
the struggle for equality were hap-
hazard and half-hearted. Now they 
are carefully planned and vigor-
ously executed. The Negro today 
has educated and respected spokes-
men. He has friends in high places, 
and he has learned the meaning 
of the word organization. For 
these reasons his recent efforts 
have netted him greater returns 
and have made an impact on the 
society in which he lives, far 
greater, in proportion, than have 
those of the previous fifty years. 
For the sake of clarity, discus-
sion of the problem with which 
the Negro is confronted is con-
fined, in the main, to two aspects 
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of its application, namely, educa-
tion and property. 
Education 
ADA SIPUEL and Herman Sweatt 
applied for admission to the 
law schools of their respective state 
universities, the former in Okla-
homa, the latter in Texas. G. W. 
McLaurin desired to do graduate 
work, also at the University of 
Oklahoma. Miss Sipuel was flatly 
denied the opportunity to obtain 
a legal education. Mr. Sweatt was 
offered a legal education in a "law 
school" situated in a roped-off 
area in the state capitol, equipped 
with almost no library, staffed by 
an inadequate faculty and lacking 
in all other facilities. (During the 
pendency of the ensuing action 
the situation was improved sub-
stantially.) Mr. McLaurin was ad-
mitted to the graduate school, but 
while in attendance was segre-
gated from the other students. He 
was assigned to special tables in 
the library and cafeteria and to a 
seat in a separate row in the class-
rooms. A cursory examination of 
these facts indicates that as each 
situation arose, the state authori-
ties made progressively greater 
concessions. (An amendment to 
the segregation laws of Oklahoma 
was necessary to admit McLaurin 
to the graduate school.) Yet in 
each case the Supreme Court of 
the United States granted relief 
on the basis of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, 
which provides in part that " ... 
No state shall ... deny to any '"' 
person within its jurisdiction the .. 
equal protection of the law." 
The action involving Miss Si- • 
puel presents no particular dif-
ficulty, for she was denied the 
legal education available to others. 1,. 
Under the mandate of the Court, 
the state could choose one of three " 
·alternates: admit Miss Sipuel to -.f 
the state university, deny admis-
sion to all applicants for the first _. 
year class if she was denied ad-
mission, or provide her with other • 
equal facilities. The Court de- ,• 
£erred further explanation of the 
term "equal facilities" but two ~~. 
years later, in the Sweatt case, gave 
some indication of its interpreta-
tion of that term. As indicated 
above, the facilities offered Mr. 
Sweatt were improved consider- '- 1 
ably while his petition was pend- '" 
ing. These included the establish-
ment of a law school at the State .. 
University for Negroes at Houston 
with five full time faculty mem-
bers, a library of 16,soo volumes ..., 
and a student body of twenty-
three. The Court, in directing 
Sweatt's admission to the State 
-University at Norman, pro-nounced these facilities inferior 
and unequal. In so doing, it 
placed great emphasis on the fact i. 
that he was denied what might be ~ 
considered intangible advantages. 
For example, reputation of pro- • 
- - - . --
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fessors and administration, the 
.- position and influence of distin-
guished alumni and the standing 
in the community which gradu-
ates enjoy were considered impor-
1: 
tant in determining equality. The 
McLaurin case afforded the Court 
the opportunity to take what ap-
pears to be the final step. Despite 
the fact that McLaurin received 
the same instruction, had use of 
the same library and enjoyed all 
other facilities available to his 
white classmates, the Court again 
a. found inequality. Because McLau-
rin's segregation prevented his as-
.. sociation with others, he thereby 
~, was denied the stimulating and 
enlightening discussion which, the 
Court held, is an integral part of 
education. 
Do the results of these cases 
.. foretell an early end to segrega-
tion? Possibly not. The Supreme 
• Court in the McLaurin case was 
~ at great pains to point out that 
it was not declaring segregation 
laws unconstitutional per se, but 
only unenforceable in the case at 
"' bar. It is perhaps the expression 
• of a truism to say that a law 
school established overnight will 
• not have the reputation that has 
one with a fifty year history, but 
it does not follow necessarily that 
1 a small law school will always be 
~ an inferior one. If, in requiring 
equal facilities, the Court had in 
~ mind the "extras" that a larger 
school can offer, e.g., a law review, 
moot court, a chapter of Coif (the 
national honorary legal society), 
then perhaps segregation may be 
continued; for, unsavory as the 
solution may be, to wit, higher 
taxes necessitated by duplication, 
these things can be equalized. 1£, 
on the other hand, a long history 
is advantageous in building repu-
tation for the school and for its 
graduates, if association in and 
with a large student body is es-
sential to produce a properly edu-
cated individual, then the obstacle 
to continued segregation appears 
to be almost insurmountable. It is 
not conceivable that a Negro law 
school (or any other professional 
or graduate school, for that mat-
ter) will ever have a large student 
body, if for no other reason than 
that there are not enough Ne-
groes. It is also a bit beyond com-
prehension that educators with na-
tional standing and reputation 
will give up positions in "leading" 
schools to teach at one they might 
consider insignificant. (It should 
be pointed out that these men 
would decline not because the 
school is for Negroes, but because 
it is small and without' reputa-
tion. Selfish perhaps, but probably 
true.) The Sweatt and McLaurin 
cases seem to indicate that, on the 
level of professional and graduate 
study at least, the attainment of 
separate yet equal facilities is ex-
tremely difficult if not impossible. 
Whatever the outcome, southern 
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legislators and university regents 
will be plagued with a great deal 
of indecision in the immediate 
years, or until such time as the 
Supreme Court speaks again. 
Property 
M osT persons are aware that the Negro populations of 
our larger cities are confined to 
areas in which few if any white 
people live. It also is true that 
most of these "black belts" are 
the metropolitan slum areas. Not 
everyone, however, is cognizant of 
the fact that the white man has 
been primarily responsible for 
condemning the Negro to this 
type of existence. The past thirty 
years have witnessed a tremendous 
migration of the Negro from the 
fields of the south to the indus-
trial sections of the north. In-
creased production during the two 
world wars created more and bet-
ter-paying jobs and offered the 
Negro the opportunity to improve 
himself economically as well as 
socially. The influx caused un-
believable overcrowding in the 
Negro districts. At one time 3,8oo 
people "lived" in one block in 
New York's Harlem. Consequent-
ly, those Negroes able to afford 
it-and there were some-sought 
to break through the wall and live 
in the areas "reserved" for white 
men. The "superior race" could 
not tolerate this, of course. "Ne-
groes are dirty; they 'create' slum 
areas; property values will de-
cline." City councils were quick 
to act to prevent this debacle. Or-
dinances were passed prohibiting 
the threatened encroachment. The 
Supreme Court made short work 
of disposing of these laws, declar-
... 
ing them to be in violation of the 
Fourteenth Amendment. This de- f. 
cision posed no obstacle to the 
ingenious (and bigoted) white 
man. The same end could be " · 
achieved by the use of "restrictive 
covenants." Generally speaking, 
these are agreements whereby the ,. 
purchaser of property agrees not 
to sell or lease to, or allow occu-
pancy by anyone other than mem- ,J.. 
hers of the Caucasian race. They 
were aimed almost exclusively at 
Negroes and for many years served 
their purpose well. But in May 
of 1948 the Supreme Court spoke, ._ 
and the fears of the "covenantists" 
were realized-such agreements are 
not enforceable in a court of law. 
The cases in point arose in Mis-
.. 
souri, Michigan and the District 
of Columbia. The facts in each are 
similar. Actions were brought to '-. 
enforce covenants prohibiting the • 
sale of property to Negroes. The 
state courts and the federal court -. 
in Washington held that the cove-
nants invaded no constitutional 
rights and ordered their enforce- ~ 
ment. The Supreme Court, in nul-
lifying the decisions of the state j. 
courts declared that judicial en- , 
forcement of such agreements is in 
· ~ 
1 
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violation of the equal prorection 
clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment_ In order to reach this result 
the Court had to place the stamp 
of state action on the judicial en-
forcement of what generally had 
been considered private agree-
ments. In the District case, too, · 
the covenant was declared unen-
forceable, but the decision was 
based primar i I y on the Civil 
Rights Act of 1866. The Court 
skirted the constitutional issue 
raised by counsel that judicial en-
forcement of the covenant was in 
violation of the Fifth Amendment. 
(The Fourteenth Amendment is 
not applicable to the federal gov-
ernment nor to the District of Co-
lumbia, which is under the juris-
diction of Congress. The Four-
teenth Amendment is, at least for 
some purposes, the counterpart of 
the Fifth.) It is perhaps regrettable 
that the Court did not meet the 
constitutional issue squarely, but 
it did give strong indication that 
enforcement of such agreements 
by the federal courts would also 
be violative of the public policy 
of the United States. 
In theory at least, then, the Ne-
gro has won a major engagement, 
if not the war. In practice, how-
ever, the outlook is not so bright. 
The antagonist already has re-
grouped and again is on the of-
fensive. Heeding well the Court's 
statement that there is no consti-
tutional inhibition against volun-
tary performance of thi!> type of 
agreement, the agile minds of 
some men of the Bar already 
have contrived new and ingeni-
ous methods for "keeping the Ne-
gro in his place." Whether or 
not these plans-and there are 
many-will survive the acid test 
of the Restrictive Covenant Cases 
remains to be seen. The real es-
tate associations give aid to the 
cause with their' "codes of ethics" 
which prohibit members from 
selling property in white neigh-
borhoods to prospective purchas-
ers who are of the Negroid race. 
Finally, there are the people, 
supposedly the very personifica-
tion of democracy. If the atti-
tude of a democratic people is re-
flected in the conduct of the citi-
zens of Cicero, Illinois, then the 
words of the Supreme Court are 
empty and meaningless, for a de-
mocracy works only if the people 
who pay lip service to its mean-
ing carry their ideals into practice. 
As of today, there have been no 
convictions of those responsible 
for the modern-day barbarianism 
that in effect forced Mr. Clark to 
remove to a distant city. Sadly 
enough, this was not an isolated 
incident, only one of greater 
magnitude. Fortunately, however, 
there are many who recognize the 
shame of this kind of behavior 
and have done or are attempting 
to do something about it. 
On the brighter side, there are 
28 The CRESSET 
those who believe that these deci-
sions have shaken the foundations 
of laws requiring separate schools 
and of those segregating passen-
gers on common carriers. In the 
past this type of law has been 
sustained, for the most part, on 
the basis of the equal protection 
clause. In illustration, a Negro 
may not attend a white school, 
but neither may a white attend a 
Negro school. In view of Chief 
Justice Vinson's statement in the 
Restrictive Covenant Cases, these 
arguments may no longer be valid. 
He said: 
~qual protection of the laws is 
not achieved through indiscriminate 
imposition of inequalities. 
In other words, laws that on their 
faces appear to apply equally to 
all will not be tolerated when 
slight probing will uncover their 
real and underlying purpose-in-
equality and discrimination. As 
indicated above, segregation in 
higher education may be sched-
uled for an early demise because 
of the difficulties encountered in 
providing equal facilities. The 
basis for the decisions in the Re-
strictive Covenant Cases may like-
wise foretell the doom of segrega-
tion in schools on all levels. 
Laws requiring the separation 
of colored and white passengers 
on buses, trains and other com-
mon carriers generally have been 
held constitutional unless they in-
terfered unduly with the free flow 
of commerce between the states. 
The validity of such statutes was 
established in 18g6 over the bitter 
dissent of Mr. Justice Harlan who 
said: 
The arbitrary separation of citi-
zens, on the basis of race, while they 
are on a public highway, is a badge 
of servitude wholly inconsistent with 
civil freedom and the equality before 
the law established by the Constitu-
tion .... The thin disguise of "equal 
accommodations" for passengers in 
railroad coaches will not mislead any-
one, nor atone for the wrong this day 
done. 
It may well be that the Court 
is making latter-day restitution for 
the wrong of which Justice Harlan 
spoke and that it is serving notice 
that laws discriminatory in nature 
will no longer be tolerated. The 
meaning and intent of the Court 
must, of course, be left to specu-
lation, and the final answer as to 
the extent of its application de-
ferred until such time as the issues 
are directly presented. It can be 
hoped that the Court at such time 
will rise to greatness and agree 
with Justice Harlan that "the 
Constitution is color-blind." 
Conclusion 
lfNDISPUTABLY, the Fourteenth 
ll Amendment, adopted as it was 
shortly after the Civil War, was 
intended to raise the Negro to a 
place of equality with his former 
.. 
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master. Unfortunately, for years 
the Supreme Court decisions twist-
ed and perverted its meaning and 
for many purposes rendered it 
sterile. The more recent decisions 
indicate a retreat from this posi-
tion and a tendency to give to 
the Fourteenth Amendment the 
virility it was intended to have. In 
retrospect, these cases give evi-
dence that the Negro has made 
several and gainful advances dur-
ing the past five years. Questions 
considered moot because of their 
age were suddenly put again, and 
the answers, at least to some, were 
startling. Admittedly, razing the 
solid structure of discrimination-
for this it is that is the common 
denominator of all suppression-
will be a long and arduous task. 
The Supreme Court has under-
mined in certain areas, but the 
extent of even its power is not 
limitless. The final demolition 
must come from the grass roots, 
and herein is the core of the prob-
lem. Sixteen states (one source 
says seventeen) and the District of 
..- Columbia require separate schools 
for colored and white. Most of 
these have other rigidly enforced 
statutes applicable to almost every 
conceivable situation. Federal 
anti-discrimination legislation is 
not forthcoming, nor is there any 
• hope that it will be in the im-
<1 mediate future. For the most part, 
proposed acts have been success-
~ fully blocked. 
Finally, there are uncounted 
millions who, though they do not 
practice discrimination in its more 
evil implications, yet feed the fire 
with a let-the-Negro-live-but-keep-
him-in-his-place philosophy. Chris-
tian precepts command "Love thy 
neighbor." Democracy is much 
easier. It requires only that he be 
tolerated; that he be guaranteed 
the same privileges and advan-
tages extended to all to enjoy in 
the same way, in the same place 
and at the same time; that the dig-
nity of all men be respected. Sub-
terfuges and legal loopholes at 
times may withstand Constitution-
al scrutiny but the microscopic lens 
of democracy will disclose always 
the cancerous growths that must 
be removed. The contradiction of 
championing democratic ideals 
abroad and allowing lynchings to 
go unpunished at home cannot 
long command respect. The Pres-
ident of the United States sounded 
the warning when he said: 
More and more we are learning 
. . how closely our democracy is 
under observation. We are learning 
what loud echoes both our successes 
and our failures have in every corner 
of the world. That is one of the 
pressing reasons why we cannot afford 
failures. When we fail to live together 
in peace, the failure touches not us, 
as Americans, alone, but the cause 
of democracy itself. That we must 
never forget. 





I 'vE spent the last couple of hours helping Trudy, our daughter, 
get ready for Examination Sun-
day. She's going to be confirmed 
on Palm Sunday-if she passes her 
examination, and with the trouble 
Trudy has memorizing anything 
it is not by any means certain that 
she will pass. 
It was a pretty interesting ex-
perience for me. I was confirmed 
in German, of course, and this 
was the first time I had ever really 
looked into an English Catechism. 
I have to admit, too, that I forgot 
a lot these last thirty years. Fact 
is, I never did actually understand 
that part about the Office of the 
Keys, and I still don't for that 
matter, but it was downright em-
barrassing to find that I couldn't 
even get through the Ten Com-
.. mandments without a mistake. 
But you should have heard me 
rattle things off when I was con-
firmed. I knew the whole Cate-
chism backwards and forwards . 
A thing like having your daugh-
ter confirmed makes a man stop 
and think. I've always been pretty 
proud of Trudy and I still am. 
But we have had our ups and 
downs, too. She inherited some of 
my stubbornness and I suppose 
that it was from me, too, that she 
got her love of doing what the 
gang is doing. I've never wanted 
her to be nicey-nice but I don't 
want her to get into any trouble 
either. And some of the things her 
crowd take for granted strike me 
as a little bit dangerous. Trudy 
says that I am just behind the 
times and I guess maybe I am. 
But I'm looking forward to the 
time when Trudy will be get-
ting married and I've lived long 
enough to know that men are 
usually pretty choosy when it 
comes to marrying a girl. 
Anyway, like I told Trudy to-
night, her mother and I have 
given her a good Christian train-
l \- , 
ing now and from here on she 
will have to take the consequences "' 
of her behavior. She knows what 
religion is all about and if she 
wants to substitute her rules for 
the Ten Commandments we won't 
be able to do anything about it. 
I really had a heart-to-heart talk 
with her. I told her that I had al-
ways lived according to the Golden 
Rule and never had any reason 
to regret it. I told her about how 
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her grandparents had been thrifty, 
temperate folks and how my fa-
ther went from a penniless im-
migrant to one of the wealthiest 
farmers m the county. I think 
maybe I got something across to 
her. She's basically a good kid. 
Her only trouble is that, like most 
kids of her generation, she thinks 
that there are short-cuts to success. 
She sees only the gloomy side of 
religion, the rules and regulations. 
She's still too young to understand 
that religion IS the best invest-
ment a man can make. In my life 
I've seen plenty of guys try to cut 
corners and I've seen them go 
broke in the process. On the other 
hand, I think I can say without 
bragging that I have always stuck 
to Christian principles and while 
I may not have gotten rich at it 
I certainly haven't fared badly. 
Tomorrow night is Men's Club 
and I don't feel much like going. 
We used to get together once every 
two weeks for a little Schafskopf 
and refreshments but we got a 
new president the first of the year 
and he has been bringing in peo-
ple to speak on all kinds of sub-
jects. I'm tired by the time supper-
time comes around and I'm not 
m much of a mood to sit and 
listen to somebody talk. This guy 
tomorrow night is going to talk 
about "The Meaning of the Litur-
gy." Imagine! Half of us guys 
can't even carry a tune and we're 
supposed to try to understand all 
of that stuff. As far as I'm con-
cerned, we'd better concentrate 
on teaching our preachers how to 
give a good, snappy sermon and 
leave this liturgy stuff to the Cath-
olics. I figured up the other day 
that if we would cut out all of 
this chanting business and stick to 
the sermon and maybe a couple 
of hymns we could run a whole 
service in thirty to thirty-five min-
utes. And that's about long enough 
in my opinion, to sit in a hard 
wooden bench. As it is, it takes 
a whole hour to get through a 
service and by that time I am so 
worn out from standing up and 
sitting down that I can hardly 
see straight. 
But I guess I'd better drop 
around tomorrow night and pro-
tect the interests of the building 
fund. I hear roundabout that Jake 
Pfefferkorn is going to try to get 
the Men's Club to buy uniforms 
for the bowling team and while I 
would normally be all in favor of 
that I want them to kick in their 
$75.00 pledge to the building fund 
before they take on any more proj-
ects. I want to get this building 
fund cleaned up while everybody 
is in a Lenten mood because you 
know what a let-down there IS 
after Easter. And you know, too, 
who's going to get it in the neck 
if this building fund drive doesn't 
go over the top. That's right, 
Your old friend, 
G. G. 
AND MUSIC MAKERS 
Bach's St. john Passion 
BY WALTER A. HANSEN 
b Students of the career and the 
II achievements of Johann Se-
bastian Bach would rejoice if they 
knew beyond doubt exactly when 
and in what circumstances every 
work from the great master's pen 
came into being. 
Unfortunately, information con-
cerning the date of composition 
of a number of Bach's works is 
distressingly meager. In such cases 
scholars must weigh and winnow 
all the evidence they can find. The 
conclusions they reach must be 
founded on careful, sober, and 
completely defensible deductions. 
Bach's The Passion of Our Lord 
According to St. john is a case 
in point. When and where was 
it written? What circumstances 
prompted the master to compose 
it? When and where did the pre-
miere take place? How often was 
it performed during Bach's life-
time? 
Johann Kuhnau, Director M tt-
32 
sices at the Thomaskirche, the 
Nikolaikirche, and the Pauliner-
kirche in Leipzig, passed away on 
June 5· 1722. One has good rea-
son to believe that many of the 
parishioners of the three congre· 
gations set great store by his abil-
ity. They knew that Kuhnau had 
studied Hebrew, Greek, and Lat-
in. Furthermore, they had heard 
more than once that their Cantor 
was an expert mathematician and 
that he had acquired proficiency 
in the field of law. In all likeli-
hood, Kuhnau's compositions, es-
pecially his programmatic sonatas 
based on Biblical subjects-such 
as the encounter of David and 
Goliath-had made a profound 
and lasting impression upon nu-
merous members of the Leipzig 
congregations, particularly upon 
those who held the reins in the 
business affairs of the church. 
"We have lost a good man," 
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they laid the body of Kuhnau to 
rest. "We must get a good man in 
his place." 
So those Leipzigers who were in 
the saddle so far as church affairs 
were concerned proceeded to do 
what nearly everyone in similar 
circumstances had done before 
1722 and what nearly everyone 
would do today. They girded their 
ecclesiastical loins and examined 
in detail and with painstaking 
care the reputations of the men 
who either came forward of their 
accord or were recommended as 
candidates for the post which had 
been left vacant by the death of 
the learned Herr Kuhnau. The 
Leipzigers took their time. The 
men they wanted to engage in 
preference to all others were Georg 
Philipp Telemann, from Ham-
burg, and Christoph Graupner, 
from Darmstadt. But Telemann, 
who had applied for the job, re-
ceived a raise in salary and 
promptly withdrew_ The Darm-
stadters refused to let Graup-
ner go. 
In the end the choice fell upon 
Bach, who at that time was in the 
employ of the Prince of Anhalt-
Cothen. When the vote was taken, 
one of the influential personages 
in Leipzig thought it wise to stip-
ulate that the new Cantor "should 
make compositions that were not 
theatrical." 
Bach had applied for the posi-
tion toward the end of 1722. Was 
· he hopeful? We cannot be sure. 
Nevertheless, he decided to be 
ready with a passion for presen-
tation on Good Friday, 1723, in 
case the Leipzigers should decide 
to take him. 
Painstaking investigation has 
impelled scholars to conclude that 
Bach wrote the first draft of his 
St. John Passion in Cothen dur-
ing the early part of 1723. He 
believed in taking time by the 
forelock. 
Bach became Cantor in Leipzig 
in May, 1723-eleven months after 
the death of Kuhnau. Consequent-
ly, the premiere of his St. John 
Passion took place on Good Fri-
day, 1724. 
It was customary in Leipzig to 
present passion music for Good 
Friday alternately in the Thomas-
kirche and in the Nikolaikirche. 
According to this practice, the lat-
ter church was the place for the 
performance in 1724. But Bach 
wanted the premiere in the 
Thomaskirche. He pointed out 
that the harpsichord in the Niko-
laikirche was in need of repairs 
and that there was not enough 
room in the choir loft. He had 
been so sure that he would have 
his way that the program booklet 
stating that the Thomaskirche 
would be the place was already in 
print. But Bach yielded to the 
remonstrances of the superintend-
ent and the council of the Niko-
laikirche. The harpsichord was re-
- - -----
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paired, and more room was made 
in the choir loft. 
Several Revisions 
t, The St. john Passion, as we 
f!f know it today, is different in 
more than one respect from the 
version presented in 1724. Bach 
was dissatisfied with the work in its 
original form. He revised it for the 
second performance, which is b~­
lieved to have taken place in 1727. 
There were at least two subse-
quent presentations of the St. 
.John Passion during the master's 
lifetime, and for each occasion 
Bach made additional revisions. It 
is almost certain that the Leip-
zigers had the opportunity to hear 
the work in 1730, one year after 
the premirh-e of the monumental 
The Passion of Our L01-d Acco1·d-
ing to St. Matthew. 
One docs not minimize the im-
portance of a masterpiece by say-
ing that it is inferior in greatness 
to another masterpiece. Conse-
quently, one does not detract in 
the least from the inherent great-
ness of the St. John Passion by 
stating that it does not measure 
up in every respect to the great-
ness of the St. Matthew Passion. 
No scholar worth his salt would 
deny that Bach was a master when 
he wrote the music for his St. John 
Passion. But we know that masters 
grow in their mastery. 
Bach was a master in his Wei-
mar days (1708-1717)-before he 
had reached the age of thirty. 
The wonderful Toccata in C Ma-
jor, for organ, dates from this pe-
riod. \t\Till anyone have the temer-
ity to state that this is not a mag-
nificent masterpiece? The cantata 
Gottes Zeit (Actus Tragicus) is 
thought to have been composed 
as early as 1707. Will anyone be 
rash enough to declare that this 
is not a masterpiece? 
But, as I have said, masters 
grow in their mastery. This is a 
truism-a truism so palpably self-
evident that one hesitates to put 
it on paper. 
Bach grew in his mastery of the 
art of composing passion music. 
Some scholars are convinced-and 
with good reason-that the St. 
Luke Passion in his handwriting 
is a work dating from the first 
part of his Weimar period. A com-
parison of this composition with 
the St. john Passion reveals un-
mistakable growth. In like man-
ner, a comparison of the St. john 
Passion with the St . Matthew Pas-
sion, presented for the first time 
in 1729, gives indisputable evi-
dence of the fact that masters grow 
in their mastery. 
The atmosphere in which Bach 
lived and worked at Cothen was 
not Lutheran. It was Calvinistic. 
Consequently, it was not condu-
cive to the composing of the 
church music that always lay close 
to Bach's heart. 
This does not mean that any 
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Calvinistic tenets or practices crept 
into Bach's theological thinking 
during his stay at Cothen. Nor 
does the fact that he was in the 
employ of a Calvinistic court 
mean that he failed to make sig-
nificant progress in the art of com-
position. Some of his greatest 
works m the secular field date 
from the Cothen days. 
Bach was evidently in a hurry 
when he wrote the first draft of 
his St. John Passion. He was a 
busy man at Cothen, and the com-
posing of passion music was some-
thing that he did in addition to 
his regular duties as Capellmeister. 
He had no competent librettist 
available at Cothen, and he was 
working against time. You see, he 
wanted to have the passion music 
ready for presentation on Good 
Friday, 1723, in case the men 
in the saddle at Leipzig should 
choose him as Kuhnau's successor. 
The numerous revisions made for 
subsequent performances of the 
St. John Passion show beyond 
doubt that Bach was not satisfied 
with the form of the work. 
When I say that in some re-
spects the St. John Passion is in-
ferior in greatness to the St. Mat-
thew Passion, I am not speaking 
primarily of Bach's technical skill 
as a composer; for every measure 
of the music contained in the St. 
John Passion bespeaks wonderful 
craftsmanship. The learned and 
astute Phillipp Spitta (184I·I894) 
has written a detailed analysis of 
the work-an analysis m which 
he points out "those peculiarities 
of the St. John Passion which can-
not entirely satisfy our highest de-
mands." Then, however, he goes 
on to say that 
we must all the more emphatically 
insist that in everything which relates 
to musical style, in invention, and in 
the elaboration of the separate com-
positions, Bach proves himself to have 
reached the heights of ripe and per-
fect mastery. (The Life of Bach. Vol. 
2. Translated by Clara Bell and J. A. 
Fuller Maitland. London: Novello 
and Company, 18gg.) 
Matthew Passion More Powerful 
h When I consider the choruses 
•. assigned to the turba in the 
St. John Passion, I marvel at the 
workmanship and at the powerful 
impact of the melodic treatment. 
But when I turn to the St. Mat-
thew Passion and give thought to 
what the turba sings, I conclude 
without any hesitation whatever 
that the master, who grew in his 
mastery, put a larger amount of 
elemental power into much of 
the writing contained in the pas-
sion based on the account as re-
corded by St. Matthew. 
Once upon a time an ardent 
concert-goer asked a famous con-
ductor, "Which one of Brahms's 
four symphonies do you like 
best?" The conductor replied, 
"The one I happen to be con-
ducting at the moment." 
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I . share that conductor's reac-
tion to the symphonies of Brahms. 
But whenever I listen to Bach's 
St. john Passion , I say to myself 
almost involuntarily, "I prefer the 
St. Matthew Passion." So far as 
the over-all effect is concerned, I 
find in the latter work more pri-
mordial power than in the former, 
even though I yield to no one in 
my admiration of the. s~ill ex~m­
plified in the composltlon whtch 
Bach based primarily on the ac-
count of Christ's passion as re-
corded by St. John. 
Think of the aria Mein teurer 
Heiland (My Dearest Savior), writ-
ten for bass and combined with a 
chorale assigned to the chorus. 
Here the workmanship is breath-
taking, and the effect is awe-inspir-
ing. Here we see Bach as a great 
master. But Bach accomplished 
even more when he wrote the 
multitudinous opening chorus of 
the St. Matthew Passion. 
Concerning the St. john Passion 
Spitta writes: 
The treatment of the recitatives, as 
in the cantatas, is of Bach's best pe-
riod; but anyone who should look 
for a difference in manner corre-
sponding to that between a contem-
plative passage, a narrative, or a dra-
matic speech will be disappointed. 
The composer has not neglected such 
opportunities as the Gospel text af-
fords for more impressive phrases or 
more incisive accentuation; and, be-
sides frequently giving strong relief 
to important passages by special me-
lodic or harmonic combinations, he 
often depicts the idea of movement-
such as going backward, falling to the 
earth, the drawing or sheathing of 
swords, interment, smiting, scourg-
ing, or fighting-by graphic musical 
phrases, usually in the voice, but oc-
casionally in the accompanying bass. 
Emotions also, which are only in-
directly connected with an image or 
a statement, are expressed as oppor-
tunity offers. 
The St. john Passion, like the 
St. Matthew Passion and other 
works from Bach's pen, abounds 
in examples of vivid and graphic 
symbolism. 
Nearly everyone is fascinated by 
programmatic- descriptive --:-w~it­
ing. And Bach's sacred mus~c-u~­
cluding the St. john Passzon-1s 
chockful of descriptive elements. 
But be careful not to let your 
imagination run amok. Unfortu-
nately, Bach did not leave us a 
catalog of his symbolic devices. 
Although the masterpiece I am 
writing about is called the St. 
john Passion, Bach felt impelled 
to insert into it some of the details 
contained in the account of the 
suffering and death of our Lord 
as recorded by St. Matthew. St. 
John's narrative, observes Spitta, 
is "the least detailed and ani-
mated" of the four Evangelists. 
The erudite Spitta believes that 
Bach felt this "as a serious de-
ficiency." Then the biographer 
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On the whole, he [Bach] could not 
of course remedy the meagerness of 
the narrative; but this circumstance 
must be taken into consideration to 
explain the fact that the St. john 
Passion is far inferior to the St. Mat-
thew, or even to the St. Luke. 
But when you interpret Spitta's 
statement in the light of the com-
plete context, you must conclude 
that he is not speaking of Bach's 
technical skill as a composer. 
I agree wholeheartedly with 
Bach's learned biographer when 
he says that the "highest perma-
nent value" of the St. john Pas-
sion "does not lie in the whole 
construction." But I cannot go 
along with him when he states 
that "as a whole, it displays a 
certain murky monotony and 
vague mistiness." I prefer to say 
no more than that in some respects 
the St. john Passion is inferior in 
greatness to the St. Matthew Pas-
szon. 
RECENT RECORDINGS 
JoHANN SEBASTIAN BAcH. The Well-
Tempered Clavier. Preludes and 
Fugues, Nos. I to 8. Book 2. Wanda 
Landowska, harpsichordist. - Lan-
dowska, one of the greatest mu-
sicians of our time, plays these mas-
terpieces with consummate skill. 
RCA Victor WDM-1 552. 
GusTAV MAHLER. Kindertotenlieder 
(Songs on the Death of Children). 
Marian Anderson, contralto, with 
the San Francisco Symphony Or-
chestra under Pierre Monteux.-
These five songs are settings of 
poems written by Friedrich Ruckert 
in memory of his two children, who 
died of scarlet fever. Mahler com-
posed the songs in 1902 and ar-
ranged them for orchestra in 1905. 
Two years later two of his own 
daughters died of scarlet fever. 
Miss Anderson and M. Monteux 
present the songs with heart-stirring 
artistry. RCA Victor WDM-1531. 
STEPHEN FosTER IN SoNG AND SToRY. 
Oh, Susanna,· Massa's in de Cold, 
Cold Ground; jeanie with the 
Light Brown Hair; Old Folks at 
Home; Beautiful Dreamer; De 
Camptown Races; Old Black joe; 
My Old Kentucky Home. Robert 
Merrill, baritone, with the RCA 
Victor Orchestra and Chorus under 
Ted Dale and with Clifton Fadi· 
man as commentator and narrator. 
-Foster has left us some imperish· 
able songs. This unique album is 
well worth your attention. RCA 
Victor WDM-1566. 
LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN. Sonata No. 
)2, in c. Minor, op. III. Solomon, 
pianist.-One notes at once that the 
English pianist who calls himself 
Solomon-just Solomon-is a great 
artist. John N. Burk says of the 
last of Beethoven's piano sonatas 
that it "could be called the rounded 
consummation, the tested and 
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proven realization of the two-move-
ment sonata." RCA Victor WDM-
1607. 
THE H EART oF THE STRING QuARTET· 
Serenade, from Quartet in F, Op. J, 
No. 5, by Joseph H aydn; Minuet, 
from Quartet No. z5, in D Minor 
(K. 4:u), by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart; Andante cantabile con 
variazioni, from Quartet in A, Op . 
I8, No. 5, by Ludwig van Bee-
thoven; Finale, from Quartet No. 
I o, in E Flat, Op. z25, No. I, by 
Franz Peter Schubert; Canzonetta, 
from Quartet No. I , in E Flat , by 
Felix Mendelssohn; Scherzo, from 
Quartet in A Minor, op. 4I, No. I , 
by Robert Schumann; Andante 
Cantabile, from Quartet in D, Op. 
II, by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky; 
Lento, from Quartet No. 6, in F, 
Op. 96 (American Quartet), by An-
tonin Dvorak. The Paganini Quar-
tet.-Masterful playing. Ideal ho-
mogeneity of expression. RCA Vic-
tor WDM-161!. 
CLAUDE AcHILL E D E BUSSY. Thre e 
Images for Orchestra: Gigues, Ib e-
ria, Rondes de Printemps. The San 
Francisco Symphony Orchestra un-
der Pierre Monteux.-Sensitive per-
formances of music that is full of 
color. Debussy was a master o{ the 
orchestra. RCA Victor WDi\I-1618. 
A TREASURY or EASTER SoNGS. Christ 
the Lord Is Risen Today, tradi-
tional hymn-1708; Hilariter, tradi-
tional German-1623; This joyful 
Eastertide, traditional Dutch-17th 
century; Salem, early American; 
Maria Magdalena, Johannes 
Brahms: Do-Don't Touch -a My 
Garment, Negro spiritual; Easter 
Anthem, William Billings; Love Is 
Come Again, traditional French; 
Now April Has Come, traditional 
Welsh; Eh1·e sei Di1·, Christe, Hein-
rich Schutz; Christ the L01·d Hath 
Risen, traditional chant, twelfth 
century; The Wo1·ld Itself Keeps 
Easter Day, traditional carol; Easter 
Eggs, traditional Russian; Tenebrae 
Factae Sunt, Francis Poulenc-1938; 
' Tis Finished, early American-
1815; On Easter Morn at Break of 
Day, traditional Scotch; That Vi1·-
gin's Child, Thomas Tallis-156o; 
0 Sons and Daughters, traditional 
French-15th century; Calvary, Ne-
gro spiritual; Ah Lord, Thy Dear, 
Sweet Angels Send, from Johann 
Sebastian Bach's St. John Passion. 
The Robert Shaw Chorale under 
Robert Shaw.-An album as fasci-





READ NOT TO CONTRADICT AND CONFUTE-NOR BELIEVE 
AND TAKE FOR GRANTED-BUT TO WEIGH AND CONSIDER 
BIOGRAPHY 
THE MARSHALL STORY 
By Robert Payne. Prentice-Hall, 
New York. 1952. 344 pages. $5.00. 
A ROUND George Catlett Marshall a legend has grown up, a legend 
of cold efficiency and almost super-
human virtue similar to the legend 
which surrounded von Hindenburg 
during the days of the vVeimar Re-
public. It is therefore something of 
a relief to have a picture of Marshall 
himself, the man. And if Robert 
Payne brings the general down off 
Parnassus, he still presents him as a 
great man; perhaps even, as President 
Truman thinks, the greatest Ameri-
can of our generation. 
Payne is interested in Marshall 
both as a man and as a type, the type 
being that of the modern general, a 
new species in an age which has seen 
war change from a relatively simple 
conflict of armies into the total in-
volvement of conflicting nations. Thus 
the modern general must be as con-
cerned with economics and politics, 
Unsigned reviews are by the Editors 
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with diplomacy and mass psychology 
as with military strategy and tactics. 
Marshall, the general who never quite 
lost his civilian ways, is the prototype 
of that kind of general. 
His life, then makes a fascinating 
study. In the first place, Marshall 
himself is a complex person. It is 
hard, for instance, to imagine the 
Marshall whom we knew as a quietly 
efficient secretary of state as a mar-
tinet during his service in pre-war 
China. It is hard to reconcile the 
dogged, purposeful Marshall with the 
impulsive, sometimes careless Mar-
shall. And yet Marshall is many con-
tradictory things. He, the ablest and 
most efficient general of our genera-
tion, royally bungled at the time of 
Pearl Harbor. Likewise this man, who 
for years had been called upon to 
judge men and situations, tragically 
misappraised the Chinese situation 
and the men who participated in it 
and by refusing to choose between 
what he considered evils allowed the 
decision to go by default. 
In the second place, Marshall's role 
as soldier-diplomat-statesman points 
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up the new role of the high military 
officer in international affairs. The 
Pattons and Arnolds, the W ainwrights 
and Kruegers who are "merely" first-
rate soldiers, can hardly hope in our 
time to rise to high command posi-
tions. The top command level must, 
of necessity, be filled by the Eisenhow-
ers and Ridgways, the soldier-states-
men who can handle themselves in 
congressional committees and diplo-
matic conferences, who can deperson-
alize war to the extent of thinking in 
terms of a global pattern into which 
battles and campaigns must be fitted 
like so many pieces of a jig-saw puzzle. 
They must, of course, deal with men. 
But they must deal chiefly in patterns 
and concepts. 
It is with the mind of Marshall 
that Payne is primarily concerned, 
and in telling the story of Marshall's 
life he attempts always to discover 
what impact events made upon the 
development of the general's thought. 
The result is a fairly dispassionate 
piece of biography, a welcome de-
parture from the adulatory stream 
of military biographies which has 
plagued us since the end of World 
War IL From it all emerges the pic-
ture of a man who, if not wholly un-
derstandable, is at least not wholly in-
explicable; a man in whom weakness 
and strength are blended to form a 
highly distinctive and complex per-
sonality; a man whose mind could 
digest and retain the intricate pattern 
of a global war but could often fail 
him in what should have been easily-
remembered details; a man who, as 
Payne says, "moved through the world 
in a strange mastery of it, singing its 
praises, content to be himself, de-
lighting in his accomplishments and 
in the supple strength of his body, 
good beyond the ordinary measure of 
goodness, but always lonely and hurt, 
though he rarely showed either the 
hurt or the loneliness." 
"To hold any kind of power is to 
commit a crime, which can only be 
expiated by a sense of the utmost re-
sponsibility: and it follows that the 
expiation must be as great as the 
crime. He assumed burdens of respon-
sibility as great, and perhaps greater, 
than any man of his time, and he 
did this willingly, with unyielding 
loyalty, and so expiated his crime to 
the uttermost." Words such as these 
could be spoken only of a great man. 
And Marshall is a great man. 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
THE PECULIAR WAR 
By E. J. Kahn, Jr. Random House, 
New York. 1952. 211 pages. $2.75. 
T HE "peculiar war" is, of course, the police action in Korea. E. J-
Kahn, Jr., is the widely-travelled re-
porter for the New Yorker whose re-
porting of World War II was among 
the best going and who maintains the 
high standards which he has set for 
himself in this book. 
Kahn is not concerned with the 
big, overall picture but with the indi-
vidual soldiers who are fighting the 
war. Each of the chapters is a vig-
nette in which a particular place or 
a particular unit is singled out for 
close observation. And so one gets a 
glimpse of the many-sidedness of a 
modern war-the heroism of the men 
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tershire Regiment, only 39 of whose 
622 advanced troops were available 
for duty after the Battle of the Imjin; 
the incongruity of the 1st Cavalry 
Band playing "Onward, Christian Sol-
diers" as background music for an ex-
hortation by the Thai commander to 
his men, most of whom were Bud-
dhists; the highly-perfected compe-
tence of a jet ace like Captain Fred-
eric F. Champlin or a veteran platoon 
leader like Sergeant First Class Joseph 
P. Reeves; the pathos of the Korean 
people, caught between two would-be 
liberators. Kahn brings the war down 
to a human level and makes it intel-
ligible to the layman who knows (and 
cares) little about grand strategy and 
the geopolitics of the thing. 
All of the chapters except two ap-
peared originally in the New Yorker. 
The last chapter is particularly inter-
esting because of its evaluation of the 
reporting of the war. One gathers that 
it could be better. 
FICTION 
THE UTMOST ISLAND 
By Henry Myers. Crown Publishers, 
Inc., New York. 1951. 
T HE UTMOST IsLAND is an absorb-ing tale set in the adventurous, 
heroic age when daring and hardy 
Norsemen traveled the northern seas . . 
The central character in this tale is 
that intrepid and legendary seafarer, 
Lei£ Ericson. His home, "the Utmost 
Island of the Sullen Sea," is Iceland 
in the tenth century. Worked into the 
fabric of the novel are many of the 
fascinating legends and folk-tales of 
an age when a legend or myth ex-
plained every physical phenomenon. 
"The sky rests on the shoulders of 
four dwarfs," Lei£ tells his wide-eyed, 
six-year-old son. "They stand at its 
corners, holding it up, and their 
names are Nordri, Sudri, Ostri, and 
Westri--." 
The plot relates, besides an account 
of Lei£ Ericson's discovery of Amer-
ica, the Sea-king's fight to retain the 
old customs, the old loyalties, the old 
beliefs, and the old gods against the 
dawning of a new age with its new 
customs, loyalties, beliefs, and a new 
God-the God of Christianity. 
In many ways this novel is well 
written. Few current novelists have 
attained to the narrative skill which 
author Myers displays here. He has 
managed to catch some of the dig-
nified yet richly colloquial style of 
the heroic age, approaching in some 
passages the sonorous rhythms of 
Beowulf. So sympathetically has Mr. 
Myers portrayed his hero that the 
reader finds himself very early upon 
the hero's side. 
But it is unfortunate that the au-
thor chose to paint Leif's antagonists 
in such a dark shade of black. And 
herein lies one of this reviewer's chief 
objections to this novel. Christianity 
is presented as a relentless, ruthless, 
savage force. Its chief representative 
in the story, the priest Theobrand, 
is a mean and crafty man, personally 
and ethically, to whom any means, 
however despicable, justifies his end-
the conversion of Iceland to Chris-
tianity. Now it is tragically true that 
the propagators of Christianity have 
not always been blameless in their 
methods of spreading the faith. They 
have often been guilty of cruel and 
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un-Christian acts. But there is a noble 
· and kind and gentle side, too, to the 
picture of Christianity's conquest. No-
where is a hint of that side permitted 
to appear in this book. 
Our second objection, although 
connected to the first, is primarily an 
aesthetic one. The character of Lei£ 
Ericson, noble and admirable through-
out most of the novel, is allowed to 
degenerate at the end. Having at 
least temporarily vanquished Chris-
tianity and its representative, Lei£ is 
completely disillusioned with his own 
gods and beliefs. He becomes cynical 
and unheroic, motivated by material 
and selfish ends. The reader is left 
feeling cheated. 
HISTORY 
NEWS OF THE NATION 
Edited by Sylvan Hoffman. Pren-
tice-Hall, New York. 1952. 11 inches 
by 15J1:! inches. 180 pages. $3-95· 
H ERE is a newly-revised edition of an unusual presentation of the 
great events of American history. 
News of the Nation is a tabloid news-
paper written in modern journalistic 
language. The four pages in each 
issue carry the typical features of the 
modern tabloid-pictures, editorials, 
columns, cartoons, "background stuff," 
and artists' drawings. The 45 issues 
which make up this collection cover 
the history of the United States from 
the discovery of America by Chris-
topher Columbus to the re-election 
of Harry Truman. Each issue head-
lines a major event in our history 
and other stories in the issue cover 
happenings since the preceding issue. 
This seems to us a remarkably ef-
fective device for making history come 
alive. For instance, issue number one 
carries a two-deck banner headline: 
"Columbus' Discovery Rocks Conti-
nent." Other stories in the same issue 
reveal that the trip cost only about 
$7,ooo.oo, that Columbus had had 
some trouble getting support for his 
voyage because of his reputation as 
a boaster, and that the greater part 
of the voyage had been made under 
the threat of mutiny. To see all of 
this in the idiom and style of today's 
paper is to realize, with something of 
a shock, that Columbus was not a 
legendary figure out of a rather neb-
ulous past but a flesh-and-blood per-
son; and that his voyage sent the 
same sort of shock waves through the 
chancelleries of Europe that the an-
nouncement of the discovery of nu-
clear fission sent through them in our 
own day. 
Of particular interest to us were 
the issues from the days of the Ameri-
can Revolution and more especially 
from the days when the Constitution 
was under discussion. An editorial in 
issue number eight (December 3, 
1787) expresses editorial approval of 
the proposed Constitution but notes 
the absence of a Bill of Rights and 
advocates the early inclusion of such 
a statement in the Constitution. (In-
cidentally, one of the advantages 
which the editors of News of the Na-
tion possess is the benefit of hindsight 
which, as any editor can tell you , 
beats foresight any old day.) 
It would be interesting to try this 
sort of "history book" in the class-
room. The alleged dullness of history 
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themselves. The trouble seems to be 
that the historian (like his brother 
social scientist) is speaking what is, 
to most people, an unknown tongue. 
A newspaper-reading age is ready for 
tabloid history. This is both good 
history and good journalism. 
HUMOR 
THE ALARMS AND 
EXCURSIONS OF 
LADY LITTLEHAMPTON 
By Osbert Lancaster. Houghton 
Miffiin, New York. 1952. 77 pages. 
$2.75· 
M AUDIE L!TILEHAMPTON is the wife of William, Earl of Littlehamp-
ton, whose family and its fortunes 
are more fully treated in Osbert Lan-
caster's book of a year or so ago, 
There'll Always Be a Drayneflete. 
The Littlehamptons, like their com-
peers, have hit upon difficult times in 
an England which is taxing away their 
inheritance and putting the destinies 
of the Empah into the hands of the 
lower classes. 
Lancaster has traced, in this vol-
ume, the progress of the Littlehamp-
tons through the United States (New 
York to Washington) and back to 
the family seat where they find their 
maid standing for election to Parlia-
ment on the Labour ticket. Through 
it all, the Littlehampton chin is up, 
the nose is high, and the upper lip 
is properly stiff-but the Littlehamp-
ton hand is out. 
The story is told in drawings (in 
the inimitable Lancaster style), cap-
tions, and verse. Concerning the verse, 
it is possible to agree with the author 
that his verse is no worse than Tur-
ner's. Modesty, perhaps, prevented 
Lancaster from comparing his verse 
to that of the late Emily Fang, for 
many years poetry editor of the Xana-




20 CONFIRMATION SERMONS 
By Pastors of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church. Minneapolis. Augs-
burg Publishing House. 1951. $3.00. 
T HESE sermons prepared by twenty pastors of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church present a living gos-
pel message to the youth at God's 
altar on Confirmation Sunday. They 
breathe a deep concern for the wel-
fare of youth's immortal souls. 
Though the language of some of the 
sermons presented is a little heavy or 
advanced for early teen-agers, yet the 
style is not ponderous but fluent. 
These messages bristle with inspira-
tion, admonition, and encouragement 
to young people as they renew their 
baptismal covenant on Confirmation 
Sunday. They exalt Christ and plead 
for life-long obedience to Him. The 
reader will find it hard to express a 
preference for this or that sermon of 
this collection because all the ma-
terial offered in 20 Confirmation Ser-
mons is valuable for pastors and lay-
men alike. Of particular usefulness 
to the preacher will be the final chap-
ter which gives a long list of suggested 
sermon texts for confirmation. These 
texts are selected from both the Old 
and the New Testament. 
Not only will pastors and leaden 
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of young people's organizations find 
excellent material for youth guidance 
in these thought-provoking messages, 
but parents and sponsors will do well 
to purchase a copy of :20 Confirmation 
Sermons as a gift for their newly-con-
firmed young people. 
H. H. KUMNICK 
PASTORAL CARE 
Edited by J. Richard Spann. New 
York-Nashville. Abingdon -Cokes-
bury Press. 1951. $2.50. 
yN THIS volume nineteen American 
lL Protestant pastors and chaplains 
(mostly Methodist, Presbyterian, Con-
gregational) offer the best from their 
experience, study, and meditation to 
help the pastor meet his parishioners' 
need. Unlike our earlier volumes on 
pastoral theology, this book arranges 
the pastoral work of a parish minister 
according to specific areas of pastoral 
opportunities and seeks to demon-
strate how to deal with the individual 
needs of many different kinds of peo-
ple: children, teen-agers, college stu-
dents, young married couples, persons 
deeply troubled, alcoholics, prisoners, 
the mentally ill, older people, sick 
people, church officials, new mem-
bers, un-churched persons, "average 
members." 
Pastoral Care seeks to present the 
rich contributions to pastoral care 
and understanding which the social 
sciences, psychology, and new insights 
into the ministry of Jesus have made. 
There is not a dull page in the entire 
book. So much of the material pre-
sented is usable even by the aged 
and long-experienced shepherd of 
souls, the parish minister. 
However, if the large areas of 
counseling and pastoral care as well 
as the detail of human relationships 
covered by this book are to be served 
by the average parish pastor, one 
wonders whether the pastor is not in 
danger of making a "regimental odd-
job man" of himself. The true shep-
herd of souls will also find the evan-
gelical fervency of St. Paul's pastoral 
letters missing in some of the ex-
amples cited in this interesting vol-
ume. The pastor becomes a sort of 
"Good Joe" to so many people who 
learn to know him in their commun-
ity, but he fails to get close enough 
to them to impress them with the 
all-compelling message of Christ, the 
only Savior of sinners. The pastor be-
comes a glorified social worker more 
than the ambassador of Christ, the 
shepherd of immortal souls. Some fun-
damental Christian doctrines lack the 
clarity of scriptural statement; viz., 
baptism, page 75; page 70. "The 
church must discover the needs felt 
or unfelt of the people of its commu-
ity." In the chapter on youth, Jesus 
should be held up to youth with 
greater emphasis as the Savior of sin-
ners, the Shepherd of Youth. But Pas-
toral Care is a very readable and in-
teresting book! H. H. KuMNICK 
RADHAKRISHNAN-Comparative 
Studies in Philosophy 
Presented in Honour of His Six-
tieth Birthday. New York. Harper 
and Brothers. 1951. 408 pages. Price 
$5.oo. 
H ERE is an interesting and impos-ing book of essays presented as 
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the occasion of his sixtieth birthday. 
The publication of these studies indi-
cates that the West is beginning to 
realize there are profound insights in 
Oriental thought of which the West-
ern world is not yet aware, yet the 
knowledge of them will help achieve 
understanding and peace. 
Obviously different writers have 
different concepts concerning the pur-
pose of life. The offerings are so rich 
and varied that even a complete list 
of the subjects presented would not 
give a true picture of this volume. 
At times, the claims of the Oriental 
philosophers seem audacious to the 
Western reader. For example, the 
chapter on Science, Democracy and 
Islam will literally make the average 
reader sit up and take notice! In any 
case, an American student of philos-
ophy who seeks to avoid the baneful, 
provincial spirit which marks the in-
ception of philosophy with Thales 
and hears the last word in the voice 
of American pragmaticism needs this 




The King James Version with wood 
engravings by Clare Leighton. Gar-
den City, New York. Doubleday 
and Co. 1952. 304 pages. 
A CONTINUING witness to the in-spiration of the Holy Scriptures 
is their capacity for inspiring. Men 
have never been satisfied merely to 
print them, as one might print a 
theological treatise or a book on 
philosophy. Always men have brought 
their best skill and art, often at lavish 
expense, to the work of publishing 
a book which few have ever been 
able to consider merely a book. 
The present volume is an attempt 
to translate the matchless poetry of 
the Old Testament hymnal into visual 
symbolism. Clare Leighton's thirty 
wood engravings catch the mood and 
spirit of the writings. Full page en· 
gravings precede each of the three 
books and smaller engravings reflect 
the themes of individual chapters and 
verses. All of them show a mature 
understanding of the poetry, a deep-
ly reverential spirit, and a consider-
able artistic talent. 
The book is obviously designed as 
a gift volume. The price, unfortu-
nately, was not indicated on our re-
view copy. 
TRAVEL 
THE ROAD TO SHALIMAR 
By Carveth Wells. New York. Dou-
bleday and Company. 1952. 282 
pages. $3·75· 
lfN THE impressionable years when 
Jl this reviewer was first developing 
an interest in geography, his heroes 
included Count Felix von Luckner, 
Roy Chapman Andrews, Lowell 
Thomas, Sven Hedin, various types 
whose habitat was along the North-
west Frontier or in the headquarters 
of the Explorers' Club and the Na-
tional Geographic Society. What all 
of these had in common was a debo-
nair cosmopolitanism, a footlooseness 
which would be impossible (even if 
the spirit were willing) in our world 
of closed boundaries and currency re-
strictions. What they had in common 
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also was a relish for life, and an ap-
petite, as strong as it was uncritical, 
for far-away places and people. The 
years have not quite dimmed the 
radiance of those days and profes-
sional training in geography has not 
dethroned these early idols who, 
though they were often superficial, 
were never dulL 
Into this pantheon Carveth Wells 
moved personally during our college 
days and we recall the one evening 
which we spent with him as one of 
the pleasantest evenings of our life. 
Wells looks and talks and dresses like 
a citizen of the world. He can intone 
the most insignificant piece of trivia 
like an archbishop reading a papal 
encyclicaL And he writes the same 
way. 
This book, which displays the po-
litical maturity of a high-school soph-
omore and the modest self-effacement 
of Jubal addressing his wives, kept us 
engrossed through a long evening un-
til well past our bed time. For Wells 
is the sort of delightful human being 
to whom Pakistan is his washpot 
and Lapland a place over which he 
casteth his shoe. With the grandilo-
quent charm of Major Hoople, he 
pontificates upon the sterility of So-
cialism, the customs of the Lapland-
ers, the Indo-Pakistan dispute over 
Kashmir, and the proper preparation 
and service of food and beverages. In 
the process he makes the places he 
has visited come to life in a way which 
any professional geographer should 
envy. 
This book describes two of his 
journeys. The first was a hurry-up 
trip to Pakistan where he helped to 
prepare for the visit last year of Lia-
quat Ali Khan to the United States. 
The second was a trip via Sweden 
and Norway to Kashmir where, in 
fulfillment of a long-cherished ambi-
tion, he and Mrs. Wells (Zetta) spent 
a long-delayed honeymoon on a house-
boat on Dal Lake. Accompanying the 
Wellses was their good friend, Sam 
Tatem, clerk of the Bermudan Parlia-
ment. 
The descriptions of the air of the 
new Pakistan state, of the human 
misery in Calcutta, of the beauty of 
the Taj Mahal and the Vale of Kash-
mir, of the poverty and filth of some 
of the smaller towns, and of the hag-
gling of the Kashmiri tradesmen are 
as graphic as one could possibly hope 
to read. However shallow may be 
some of Wells's thinking, there is 
depth and sharpness in his seeing 
and a real knack for conveying what 
he saw to his reader. 
This is the sort of book to take 
along on a train trip. 
VERSE 
CHRIST IN POETRY 
Compiled and edited by Thomas 
Curtis Clark and Hazel Davis Clark. 
New York. The Association Press. 
1952. 412 pages. $3-49· 
MR. CLARK has been, for more than a quarter of a century, poetry 
editor of The Christian Century. His 
father was a minister who "seldom 
mentioned the creeds" and did not, 
as far as the son can remember, ever 
preach any sermons on the Trinity 
as such. The poems which Clark has 
selected for this volume "would per-
haps not be useful to any modern 
., .. 
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'Council of Nicaea'; for they are close 
to life, they have the human touch, 
they see Christ as the Man Christ 
Jesus." But the ultimate purpose of 
the selection corrects the unfortunate 
impression which the prefatory quota-
tions which we have set down might 
give. "Having seen the friendly, hu-
man Christ through their rapt eyes, 
we shall certainly go forward to a 
still higher view: we shall see Him 
as our Divine Lord and Saviour." 
There are 529 poems in all in this 
anthology, 450 of them written dur-
ing the present century. Many of 
them appeared for the first time in 
The Christian Century. With such a 
large number of poems, the quality 
is, as one would expect, uneven. 
Much of it is the sort of thing a Prot-
estant parson might use as the con-
clusion of a sermon. But some of it 
shows that there is still vigor in the 
Christianity of the twentieth century. 
Particular attention might be drawn 
to the work of Edward Shillito and 
G. A. Studdert-Kennedy, the two mod-
ems who impressed us most favor-
ably. Whether they are in a class with 
Francis Thompson and Bernard de 
Clairvaux and Browning and Savona-
rola (examples of whose poetry are 
also included) is another question. 
The gift of poetry is bestowed upon 
whomsoever our Lord listeth and 
many a Christian has had a song in 
his heart to which he was never able 
to give words. Some of the poetry in 
this volume comes close to the line 
that separates poetry from doggerel. 
Perhaps the best way to indicate 
our judgment of the anthology is to 
say that, if we were censor libro1·um, 
we would willingly give it our nihil 
obstat but we would append a nihil 
prostat to it. 
ORIENTAL LOVE POEMS 
New English rendering by Frances 
Stillman. New York. Thomas Y. 
Crowell. 1952. 83 pages. $5.00. 
ORIENTAL poetry has a. charm and fascination which grows on one. 
The verse collected in this handsome-
ly bound and illustrated volume is 
representative of the best, going how-
ever, beyond the implication of the 
title to include the poetry of Islamic 
Asia. 
This reviewer has no way of know-
ing how much has been lost in the 
translation. But even in translation, 
the verse which is presented in this 
volume is exquisite poetry. Each 
country's verse has its own flavor, a 
flavor quite different from Western 
poetry but no less evocative. Our 
. own preference is for Japanese poetry 
which is, to our way of thinking, 
the most delicate of all poetry and, 
unfortunately, the least understood 
by Westerners. One sample which we 
think is representative is "Tanka," by 
the Empress Kwokamu-Innobetto: 
Why was it fated 
That in one brief night of love 
Your heart was sated, 
While mine was made your captive 
For as long as I live? 
The form here is the classical Jap-
anese and it is interesting to note 
that the present Japanese emperor is 
a practitioner of this difficult and 
highly-stylized verse. 
The color illustrations by .Jacob 
Getlar Smith and the tasteful typog-
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raphy of the book combine with the 
poetry itself to make this an ideal 
gift for a discriminating friend. 
OTHER BOOKS 
GOD'S OWN COUNTRY 
AND MINE 
By Richard Oestermann and Don-
ald E. Nuechterlein. Copenhagen. 
Nyt Nordisk Forlag-Arnold Busck. 
1951. 244 pages. 
T HE two young authors were stu-dents in each other's country, 
Denmark and the United States. After 
returning to their homes, they under-
took to set down their impressions 
of the country in which they visited. 
Knowing Denmark only through 
friends and readings, we do not feel 
entitled to comment upon the validity 
of Mr. Nuechterlein's observations 
and impressions. But we found it 
quite interesting to check Mr. Oester-
mann's impressions of the United 
States against our own view of our 
country. 
Some of his remarks, we must ad-
mit, go against our grain. The "puri-
tanism" in sexual matters which he 
finds so strange might, we would sug-
gest, be no stranger than the "broad-
mindedness" of the Scandinavian peo-
ples. His rather remarkable observa-
tion that "Blondie" accurately reflects 
American home and family life makes 
one wonder what sort of weird family 
situations he got into during his brief 
sojourn among us. His deprecation 
of American culture follows a fa-
miliar patfern but should not, simply 
for that reason, be too easily dis-
missed. Admitting that his experience 
was restricted to our West Coast 
states, Oestermann tends to overgen-
eralize, at times seeming to forget that 
the West Coast, simply because it 
is quite isolated from the greater part 
of the United States and accounts for 
a comparatively small percentage of 
our population, is perhaps the poorest 
single area to use as a type area for 
discussing the nation as a whole. 
Mr. Nuechterlein, perhaps because 
he is using his own language and is 
dealing with a smaller country, seems 
to be somewhat more perceptive and 
somewhat more mature. There is no 
mistaking his liking for Denmark and 
the Danes, but there is likewise no 
mistaking his well-mannered shock at 
the religious and sexual attitudes of 
the Danes. The surprise is all the 
greater because Nuechterlein, a Lu-
theran, expected to find himself some-
what more at home religiously and 
morally among the Danes, whose state 
religion is Lutheranism. Of course, 
Lutheranism has taken many differ-
ent directions since 1546, a great 
many of which were never channeled 
through the Mississippi valley. 
This book is of considerable inter-
est to us because we have been in-
volved in foreign student programs 
and always the program has been 
cited as a means of improving under-
standing among nations. The ques-
tion now is: to what extent have 
tltese programs really fulfilled their 
ostensible purpose? Our own belief 
(which this book reinforces) is tltat 
such programs undoubtedly strengthen 
the bonds of sympathy between na-
tions but we doubt that the untypical 
setting of a university community 
does a great deal to foster real under-
f 
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standing between nations. There is 
too much of a possibility of mistaking 
the eloquence of faculty and students 
for the voice of the people-which, 
unfortunately, it almost never is. 
SWEET CORK OF THEE 
By Robert Gibbings (with engrav-
ings by the author). New York. 
Dutton and Co., 1951. 235 pages. 
$4-50. 
W HOEVER enjoys reading as the spirit moves him, without ef-
fort, and would relax with pleasant 
thoughts for company will be fond of 
these informal essays in which every-
thing seems real because evil is neg-
ligible. Taken from yesterday's song-
book, the title significantly echoes the 
writer's aspirations: 
On these I ponder 
Where'er I wander, 
And thus grow fonder, 
Sweet Cork, of thee. 
Here is exploration in ease. Gib-
bings favors emotion to arouse the 
themes of thought; he prefers feeling 
to fact. Unafraid of sentiment, ob-
viously about County Cork, he com-
municates private pleasure easily. As 
he says of his beloved country we 
say of his book, "Time passes imper-
ceptibly as (does] the growth of a 
child." Or again, "The trouble in Ire-
land is not the getting to a place 
but the getting from it. . . . The 
trouble lies in getting away after you 
have arrived." Actually, one dislikes 
being called away from these pages. 
For Robert Gibbings has the r are 
personality that combines quiet relish 
for life (definitely not mere earning 
a living) with delightful language in 
the manner of good talk. No wonder 
that he is modern Ireland's outstand-
ing raconteur! This time he returns 
to the land he made known in Lovely 
Is the Lee,· like its timeless predeces-
sors, this volume is inquiring and 
deliberate. Memorable though inci-
dental persons and · places come to 
life in an atmosphere of legendary 
and present-day lore, of which our 
favorite is the description of Puck 
Fair. And wry humor seasons the de-
tails well, as in this short sample: 
"Holed stones" are numerous . ... To· 
wards the northern end of the island 
there is another standing stone, a relic 
perhaps of an earlier faith. It has a hole 
through it, and I was told that "you 
couldn't marry a girl unless you could 
kiss her through that hole, but sure 
you'd want the face of a duck to man-
age it." 
HERBERT H. UMBACH 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1951 
VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY 
INSTITUTE ON RACE 
RELATIONS 
Available from THE CRESSET, or 
Andrew Schulze, 6952 South Calu-
met Avenue, Chicago 37· 1952. 49 
pages. $1.00. 
T HE 1951 Institute on Race Rela-tions was the sixth sponsored by 
Lutherans of the Missouri Synod. 
Meeting on the campus of Valparaiso 
University, it heard papers by Dr. 
Alvin Walcott Rose, Dr. Richard R. 
Caemmerer, and the Reverend Her-
bert Lindemann. These papers are re-
produced in full and are prefaced 








Liberty vs. Socialism 
POLITICIANS who do not like the essence and the spirit of the 
Fair Deal or the so-called Welfare 
State may make this slogan-Liber-
ty against Socialism-the battle cry 
in this year's presidential cam-
paign. Senator Byrd of Virginia 
likes to use it when he rings the 
changes on the evils of high taxes 
or on the attempts of the present 
administration to force a civil 
rights program on what he con-
siders to be his sovereign and au-
tonomous state. Mr. Republican 
of Ohio stooped to this stereotype 
in an address to the members of 
the American Medical Association 
gathered together in a recent ses-
sion on the West Coast, to mem-
bers of an organization who long 
ago had been made aware of the 
slogan by the sometimes involun-
tary payment of twenty-five dollars 
a head to fight National Health 
Insurance. The representative 
from my home town to the state 
legislature as well as my delegates 
from the state and the congres-
sional district believe that this is 
the issue and they seem to be sin-
cere. That they were willing to 
use this appeal became apparent 
in the great struggle between Os-
car Ewing and what they likewise 
believe to be the sovereign and 
autonomous state of Indiana. 
Friends in other states report and 
prophesy the use of similar at-
tacks on similar issues. 
Since these charges are used so 
often and in so many places, the 
unsuspecting citizen may be in-
clined to look upon them as repre-
sentative. In counter-attack, how-
ever, a great many Democrats will 
say that Taft and company are 
merely whistling in the political 
graveyard. Republicans who also 
think otherwise had their say at 
the recent parley of their party at 
San Francisco. Governor Warren-
part Democrat, part Republican-
spoke of people who made such 
charges as "extremists of the right, 
those who would freeze our nation 
to the status quo with whatever 
inequalities go with it." He add-
ed: "It is my deep conviction, 
however, that unless there is a 
forthright repudiation of this 
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fer again at the hands of the vot-
ers." The Senator with the Holly-
wood profile, Lodge of Massachu-
setts, implied his reluctance to go 
along with the charges of the 
Grand Old Politicians. "The gen-
eral .. . believes in following the 
road somewhere between the un-
fettered power of concentrated 
wealth and the unbridled power 
of statism or partisan interests." 
Lodge has repeated again and 
again that campaign appeals of 
the Old Guard would attract only 
the registered Republicans - at 
most 31 per cent of the voting 
population. The Republicans are 
faced with the problem of appeal-
ing to the Independents or to 
those who do not vote at all. If 
they fail in this, it will be a lonely 
four years for them. 
History and the Welfare State 
I F sociALISM means the use of government funds, agencies, 
and federal intervention "to pro-
vide for the general welfare," then 
the United States has been social-
istic for a good many years. At 
least Abraham Lincoln, patriarch 
of the Republican party and a 
master of group diplomacy whom 
Taft might well imitate, antici-
pated the techniques of FDR by 
a broad appeal to all segments of 
the population. After a reaffirma-
tion of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the 186o Republican 
Platform promised adequate tariff 
provisions to protect business in-
terests and the general prosperity 
of the nation, the passage of the 
Homestead Act for farmers, and 
that the Republicans would take 
a stand against anyone who would 
consequently look upon the farm-
ers "as paupers or supplicants for 
public bounty." In addition, the 
Republicans were sure that Con-
gress would pass the necessary ap-
propriations for Rivers and Har-
bors Improvements since they 
were justified "by the obligations 
of Government to protect the lives 
and property of its citizens," and 
that the Federal Government 
would "render immediate and ef-
fective aid" in the construction of 
a transcontinental railroad. Since 
the time of Lincoln, whom some 
of the anti-welfare state people 
laud as the great exponent of free 
enterprise and rugged individual-
ism, the federal government has 
granted aid for agricultural experi-
ment stations, forest fire preven-
tion, public highways, the Nation-
al Guard, education, and extension 
work in agriculture. Business has 
gotten more than its fair share of 
benefits through tariff regulation 
and subsidies. The central govern-
ment has regulated the affairs of 
America for a good many years 
in interstate commerce, currency, 
banking, farm credit, trust and 
monopolies, and business. If so-
cialism means government owner-
ship and government corpora-
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tions, then we have been in the 
act for a good long time with 
the Panama Railroad Corpora-
tion, the Inland Waterways Cor-
poration, and the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation - to name 
only a few. 
In my estimation, therefore, the 
slogan of "Liberty against Social-
ism" is not an honest device 
though it might make a great 
appeal to what people think. Most 
of us have learned long ago that 
what people think is more often 
considered to be the truth than 
the truth itself. Whatever some 
politicians think, they can not af-
ford to thumb their noses at his-
tory. At least Warren, Lodge, 
Dewey, Morse, and others have 
been thinking about the charac-
teristics of the new era. Accord-
ing to the U.S. News and World 
Report, Taft would also give us 
some kind of social welfare state 
if he were president: "As Presi-
dent, Mr. Taft might back fed-
eral aid to education, public hous-
ing programs, hospital develop-
ment plans." These men are all 
learning the lessons of history 
spelled out in Principles and Prob-
lems of American National Gov-
ernment by John M. Swarthout 
and Ernest R. Bartley: "The past 
forty or fifty years have witnessed 
a slow revolution in society's con-
cept of the primary object of gov-
ernment .... The emerging con-
cept . is that of the 'welfare state,' 
the society within which govern-
ment assumes as its proper duty 
the guaranteeing to all men of 
the minimum conditions neces-
sary to 'the good life.' To this 
new end, government uses a part 
of the goods produced by the so-
ciety it represents to support those 
who cannot adequately support 
themselves, to provide education 
in their youth and the require-
ments of life in old age, to aid 
them in their housing, to look 
after their health, and to assist 
them generally over the rocky road 
they travel from birth to death." 
The Dilemma 
T HE MOST extreme anti-welfare state people know that they 
must adjust their political sails 
to the winds of history. But this 
amounts to "mee-tooisml" So they 
feel they must at least go through 
the unreal act of whispering 
against the winds. Knowing bet-
ter in spite of their whispering, 
these people show a decided re-
luctance to talk about going back 
to the good old days of rugged 
individualism. All of them must 
give their prospective voters some-
thing. They need the dole and 
patronage to oil their wheels of 
chaos. Don't for one minute think 
that Taft is going to keep his dele-
gates and voting blocs in line 
simply by promising them hot air. 
Even the Old Guard who is for 
the party "do-or-die" is pretty dry 
)-
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after twenty years in the political 
desert. Furthermore, too much in-
vestigation into the abuses of the 
present "welfare" administration 
might reveal that for every Boyle 
there is a Gabrielson. Like Tru-
man, another president is not go-
ing to appoint the best men-he 
will appoint the men that worked 
for him. As any person can plainly 
see, this game of politics is a touch 
and go business. 
At most, the present opposition 
can say that the present adminis-
._ tration has driven a good thing 
too far. The Democrats should not 
move faster than history. Or they 
might say that an extreme form 
of New Dealism was necessary dur-
ing the depression and war years 
but that it is now time for a 
change, time to force the pendu-
., lum back to right of center. After 
Truman's budget message the cus-
tomary argument on the part of 
l Democrats and Republicans alike 
is to scream that it all costs too 
l much. This is a good argument and will appeal to the average voter since the pocketbook is closer 
to the heart than the position of 
the pants pocket would warrant. 
In answer, however, to the ques-
tion "Where .would you cut the 
budget?" all one hears is a series 
~ of incoherent and stuttered burps. 
Tell me where! I don't like waste 
and extravagance or the month 
of March! Just yelling is not 
enough! In spite of the cry for 
economy, many of these congress-
men and senators are not serious. 
Why don't they begin with all the 
porkbarrellegislation? This would 
interfere with the rules of the 
game. In the final analysis, the 
American party system can work 
well only when an intelligent op-
position remains true to its lights 
and forces the administration to 
be honest and intelligent. 
Truman's Responsibility 
T RUMAN's administration has not always been intelligent. 
For example, the President has 
taken Attorney General J. Howard 
McGrath back into the family. 
He has "chosen him to clean up 
the scandals in which some at 
least of his own subordinates are 
involved." (The Nation, January 
19, 1952) This has confused some 
of us after we had been given 
reason to believe that he was 
about to scuttle McGrath. We 
have the right to demand that 
liberal and progressive govern-
ment be honest! Politically speak-
ing, Truman has been unwise in 
permitting one scandal after an-
other to occur within his adminis-
trative family. Morally, this state 
of affairs is intolerable. The In-
ternal Revenue Bureau, above all, 
as one of the financial lifelines of 
the nation, should have been "a 
model of efficiency and integrity." 
Frauds, fixes, and shakedowns-
though he is far removed from 
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them in administrative reality-are 
still his administrative responsibil-
ity. The general furor h as forced 
Truman to push reorganization 
plans. With r egard to this 
"johnnie-come-lately" gesture, the 
G.O.P. boys like to tell the story 
of the man who was about to be 
hanged for murder. His last word 
before the springing of the trap 
consisted in the confession that he 
had learned his lesson. 
The People's Responsibility 
lfN AN unusually fine book, The 
Jl Theory and Practice of Ameri-
can National Government, Carl 
Brent Swisher of Johns Hopkins 
University points up the basic 
weakness of our republican gov-
ernment: "Government is so much 
a part of our lives that we tend to 
take it for granted, just as we take 
pretty much for granted the air 
we breathe, the water we drink, 
and the food we eat. ... In a de-
mocracy not all inspection of and 
checking on government can be 
left to employees and units with-
in the government itself. The es-
sence of democracy as we know 
it in the United States is govern-
ment by the people." In a society 
bounded on all sides by comic 
books, personality boys, tactful 
noncommittal-leaders, and people 
singing in a terrible voice about 
"white clouds," there is scarcely 
time to talk about and think about 
government. "To the man in the 
street," as a result, who has "no 
sharp point of contact" with gov-
ernment, government "is likely to 
be a hazy something in Washing-
ton or at the state capital or the 
county seat or the city hall." The 1 
character of government will seek 
the character level of the people. 
We have said this before but it 
bears repetition. It is time that 
the average Christian who likes to 
speak about the immorality of 
government should be taking off ~ 
his silk gloves and stooping to 
take inventory of his own moral 
shelves. Christian citizens do not 
solve the problem from a place in 
Xanadu, Nebraska, by "cussing" 
a something in Washington they 
have never seen, understood, 
thought, and cared about. "If they 
[the people] are to exercise their 
power of governing ... they must 
be able to drop their personal af-
fairs for the moment and rather 
quickly reach a basic understand-
ing of the problem of government 
.... 
at the time." , 
A Success Story ~ 
JOHNY RAY, the only man who has parlayed ninety dollars, a 
bad stomach, and white clouds ~ 
into three thousand dollars a 
week. 
r 
THE CRESSET evaluates one of the world's most powerful force5 
cOME years ago a jury made up 
._ ~ of distinguished scholars from 
Poland, England, and the United 
~ States selected the names of the 
thirty famous sons and daughters 
of Poland whose biographies ap-
r 
pear in Great Men and Women of 
Poland (The Macmillan Com-
pany. 1941), an engrossing volume 
~ edited by Stephen P. Mizwa. The 
judges made their choice from a 
., list of 133 names compiled by a 
board of noted Polish savants. No 
individual on this list received a 
larger number of votes than Hen-
ryk Sienkiewicz. 
•
1 Monica Gardner, author of The 
Patriot Novelist of Po.Zand as well 
, - as the shorter biography included 
in Great Men and Women of Po-
land, unhesitatingly declares: 
Henryk Sienkiewicz is the greatest 
novelist that Poland has so far pro-
duced. No Polish writer of fiction be-
~ fore him, or as yet after him, has ever 
evoked with such dramatic power and 
wealth of color the most heroic and 
the most tragic episodes of a national 
Motion Picture 
BY ANNE HANSEN 
history which, it has been truly said, 
abounds more than any other nation 
in matter for drama .... A romantic 
at heart, a realist in his methods, he 
made the dead bones of history live 
before his reader's gaze. 
Sienkiewicz was born at W ola 
Okrzejska on May 5, 1846. In 
1866 he entered the University of 
Warsaw to study medicine, his-
tory, and philology. But when he 
left the university in 1870, he 
turned his attention to journal-
ism. During a visit to the United 
States in 1876 the young traveler 
wrote Letters from a ] ourney in 
America and Sketches from a Jour-
ney. The publication, in 1883, of 
the first volume of his famous 
Trilogy-With Fire and Sword, 
The Deluge, and Pan Wolody-
jowski-quickly placed Sienkiewicz 
in the front rank of the world's 
writers of historical romances. 
Miss Gardner says that the phe-
nomenally successful Quo Vadis, 
published in 1895-96, "was the 
first Polish novel that traveled all 
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over the world. It became a cos-
mopolitan property." 
The great Polish man of letters 
-and winner of the Nobel Prize 
in 1905-was an ardent patriot. He 
began his career as a writer in the 
years following the abortive Ris-
ing of 1863. Then, as so often in 
the past, Poland was held in ab-
ject bondage by her powerful 
neighbors. Her language, her 
faith, and her education were pro-
scribed. From the outset Sienkie-
wicz dedicated his pen to the cause 
of liberation, and freedom. Again 
and again he spoke out against 
injustice and oppression, not only 
in his books, but in letters ad-
dressed to well-known personages 
and to the governments of Europe. 
The outbreak of World War I 
forced him to leave his home to 
escape the wrath of the Russian, 
Austrian, and German invaders. 
From his refuge in Vevey, Switzer-
land, he sent out passionate ap-
peals for help for his countrymen, 
especially for the starving Polish 
children, who were dying by the 
waysides. 
Sienkiewicz' love of children 
made itself evident in many ways. 
Through Forest and Jungle, one 
of his last works, is a classic and 
is the most popular book for chil-
dren ever written in Polish. 
Sienkiewicz did not live to see 
the rise of a new Poland. H e died 
at Vevey on November 15, 1916. 
Eight years later- in October, 1924 
-his sorrowing countrymen car- ~ 
ried his remains to a last resting 
place in the Cathedral of Warsaw. 
The Trilogy, generally consid-
ered to be Sienkiewicz' finest 
work, made the author a national 
hero in his own land. Quo Vadis'! . 
made his name a household word ,. 
in many parts of the world. With-
in a short time after publication 
it had been translated into all the 
European tongues as well as into 
several Oriental languages. Before 
the turn of the century two sue- .._ 
cessful operas based on Quo 
Vadis? had been produced, and .A 
stage dramatizations had been pre-
sented in Stockholm, Paris, Vien-
na, Warsaw, and New York City. 
The first motion-picture adapta-
tion was made by the Pathe Com-
pany in Paris in 1902. Ten years ' 
later the Cines Company, in Italy, 
produced a history-making nine-
reel film. Emil Jannings was 
starred in a second Italian version 
of Quo Vadis, released in 1925. 
Last November a new techni-
color production of the famous 
novel was released by M-G-M. -• 
Twelve years of research and plan-
ning, two years devoted to the con-
struction of lavish sets and au-
thentic costumes, six months of 
intensive round-the-dock work in 
the Cinecitta Studios near Rome, 
careful attention to historical de-
tail, and an expenditure of $6,-
50o,ooo went into the making of 
this spectacular film. A fine cast 
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of principals-recruited from Eng-
land, Italy, and the United States 
-3o,ooo extras and bit players, a 
good-sized menagerie, a highly ef-
fective musical score by Miklos 
Rosza, and magnificent photog-
raphy were employed to bring 
Quo Vadis- the producers omit 
the question mark- to life on 
the screen. 
Radical changes in the story 
weaken the impact of Sienkiewicz' 
powerful indictment of a corrupt 
-" and dying society. The motion-
picture script does not fully cap-
ture the moving beauty of the re-
nowned Pole's tribute to the early 
Christian martyrs. Mervyn Le 
Roy's direction is masterful. 
Robert Taylor does well enough 
as the Roman patrician Marcus 
J Vinicius. But his performance 
"' only faintly suggests the character 
depicted by Sienkiewicz. Deborah 
Kerr is appealing and reasonably 
convincing as Lygia. But here 
again the screen character is only 
,; a dim shadow of the . heroine 
created by the author. Martina 
,.- Berti appears as the slave girl 
Eunice, and Patricia Laffan is seen 
as the depraved Poppaea. Finlay 
Currie invests the role of Peter 
with eloquent dignity, and Abra-
). ham Sofaer brings to his portrayal 
, of Paul tenderness, strength, and 
simplicity. The fine artistry of 
Peter Ustinov is admirably dis-
played in a convincing delineation 
of the character of the madman 
Nero; and Leo Genn is superb 
as Petronius, arbiter elegantiarum 
at the court of Rome. Every mem-
ber of the excellent supporting 
cast merits warm commendation . 
Although the producer has wise-
ly kept down the number of se-
quences showing the torture of 
the Christians, the scenes in the 
arena are nevertheless too grue-
some for young children. 
The age depicted in Quo Vadis 
was an age of shocking brutality 
and callous indifference to human 
suffering. This was a pagan world 
-a world in which the teachings 
of the gentle Christ had just be-
gun to win adherents. It is hard 
for us to understand how specta-
tors at the infamous Roman games 
could find enjoyment in the agony 
of their fellow~en. Then, alas, we 
recall Buchenwald, Dachau, and 
many concentration camps in 
other lands, and we sorrowfully 
reflect that these things happened 
in a Christian world nineteen long 
centuries after the Man of Galilee 
hung on a cross on Calvary. It is 
a terrifying thought. 
Now for a rapid survey of other 
current films. 
Room for One More (Warners) 
is based on Anna Perrott Rose's 
touching story about the unwant-
ed problem children who found 
refuge, love, and security in her 
home. The film version of Mrs. 
Rose's book has many touching 
moments and a fair amount of 
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sound, common-sense child psy-
chology. Unfortunately, the dia-
logue is corny, smart Alecky, filled 
with double entendre, and com-
pletely unsuited to what could 
have been a good family picture. 
The Model and the Marriage 
Broker (2oth Century-Fox) pre-
sents a dull and tasteless satire on 
marriage brokers and lonely hearts 
clubs. 
I Want You (RKO Radio) takes 
its title from the familiar Army 
recruiting poster. This film at-
tempts to show the impact of the 
Korean war on a typical American 
home. It does not succeed-largely 
because the home and the charac-
ters involved are strictly a la Hol-
lywood, far removed from home 
and family life as they actually 
are. 
It's a Big Country (M-G-M) 
proudly proclaims, "This is aMes-
sage picture. The message is 
'Hooray for America!' " I am 
ready to stand and shout "Hooray 
for America!" with the best of 
'em, but It's a Big Country does 
not seem to me to be the best ad-
vertising for the United States of 
America, or for our vaunted 
"American way of life." I say: 
"Let's have an end of whimsy, 
artifice, cloying sweetness, cliche-
laden dialogue, smug complacency 
with ourselves and our institu- r 
tions, theatrical and breast-beating 
humility, and flag-waving patriot-
ism! Let's show the U. S. as it is 
-its strengths and its weaknesses; 
the glory, the majesty, and the re-
sponsibility of free people in a 
free land; and, above all, the limit-.._ 
less potentialities for true great-
ness which are ours if we are will-
ing to work toward this goal!" 
History takes another beating in 
Lone Star (M-G-M), which pur-
ports to re-create a page from the 
history of Texas, and in Red 
Mountain (Paramount), which 4 
presents a technicolor horse opera 
built around the exploits of the 
notorious Rebel guerrilla leader 
Gen. William Clarke Quantrell. 
Bette bavis can be seen-! do 
n.ot advise it-in Another Man's '< 
Poison (United Artists), a thickly 
plotted and thoroughly implausi-
ble English chiller-diller. 
Letter to 
~the Editor 
" Dear Editor of THE CRESSET: 
I read with interest (and chuckles) 
the letter this parishioner, "G.G.," 
sent you from Xanadu, Nebraska. 
Your present correspondent has 
nothing to add or subtract as far 
as the theme goes. He thinks the 
creator of this feature strikes the nail 
• right on the noggin. 
Not long ago, a non-imaginary 
minister in a city just as real said to 
the undersigned: "We have to en-
large our church in sheer self-defense. 
Everybody else is doing it. If we 
don't have a wing or window to dedi-
"' cate soon, people will start talking: 
'What's the matter with St. Valen-
tine's on Via Laetosa? Why aren't 
they keeping up with the St. Jones' 
in this city?' " 
Your theme is timely and cleverly 
developed, but (methinks) you have 
.. misplaced the scene. To think that 
such things should go on in N ebraska, 
the state of my nativity, my early 
nurture, my ministerial novitiate! No, 
it cannot bel The story in this setting 
just doesn't ring true. It must be that 
Brother Zeitgeist (or Spirit-of-the-
Times in English translation) and his 
right-hand man are not native Ne-
braskans. They a:r.e trying to foist 
an imported metropolitan philosophy 
on the honest, down-to-earth Repub-
lican (alright-quite a few are Re-
publican anyway) folk of that state. 
First of all, when you want to local-
ize a plot in Nebraska, do what Willa 
Cather did: See before yourself acres 
and acres of cornfields. If Xanadu is 
to be in western Nebraska, make it 
sections and sections of wheatfields. 
Think in terms of cattle. Grain and 
livestock are the backbone of the 
economy. Everybody is close to the 
soil, even the city slickers. "Soft corn" 
is presently the topic on Lincoln's 
fashionable "0" Street. It gives the 
jitters to the Brandeis Department 
store people in Omaha. 
They say: As Maine goes, so goes 
the nation. In Nebraska, as King 
Corn goes so goes the prosperity of 
the state. There doesn't seem to be 
much "corn" in the Xanadu parish 
people you describe. 
No matter where Xanadu is, 
whether in the sandy ranch country 
of Cherry County or in urban Doug-
las County, there ar.e still enough 
old-timers around who insist on the 
"pay-as-you-go" policy. The cash was 
on the barrelhead when the unique 
state capitol was built in Lincoln. 
People used to wonder: "Why does 
Iowa have good roads and Nebraska 
not?" The answer was: "Nebraska 
doesn't believe in going into debt." 
This philosophy guides Nebraska 
church people, too. Your correspond-
ent once tried to initiate a building 
program. It was "ixnay" because there 
wasn't enough cash in sight. And it 
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was for a much better cause than to 
build a recreation hall. 
There was the time when the 
present church was built shortly after 
World War I eight miles north of 
Grant, Nebraska. At one meeting, a 
sheet of paper was passed around for 
all voting members to sign. Enough 
money was subscribed at one meeting 
to pay for the church. 
Your Xanadu corr.espondent also 
doesn't say anything about members 
helping to build. In the Cornhusker ~ 
state people save money by doing r 
much of the construction work them-
selves, particularly in the small towns 
of the Xanadu type. 
Now, for goodness' sakes, don't dis-
continue or dilute this interesting fea-
ture because of what I said. The ,... 
theme is good, but the locale-well, 
there "jest ain't" such a community 
in Nebraska. 
RuDoLPH NoRDEN 
God has made man upright, that he might look before 
and after; and he calls upon everyone not merely to labor, 
but to reflect; not merely to practise the revelations of 
divine will, but to contemplate the displays of divine 
power. Nature claims for every man leisure, for she 
claims every man as a witness to the divine glory, mani-
fested in the created world. 
-GEORGE BANCROFT 
The Office of the People in Art> 
Government) and Religion (1835) 
Verse 
Three Poems 
BY ESTHER A. SCHUMANN 
Confession 
My world is too narrow 
Dear Lord, I can see 
Too many decisions 
Dependent on me. 
Enlarge Thou my heart 
For I want it to be 
Not my will, but Thine; 
Not I, Lord, but Thee. 
"He Spent the Night in Prayer" 
Lord, what did you pray for, there 
Alone on the mountain peak? 
Surely, you knew the Twelve 
Would often be weary and weak. 
Lord, did you pray for them, 
Though their failings Thou didst foresee? 
0 blessed Master and Lord, 
Pray also for me. 
"Come Y e Apart and Rest a While" 
Dear God, in all this vastness that surrounds us here 
Hills, mountains, lakes, and spired trees that rise 
Like great cathedrals made by Thine own hand, 
We feel so finite, cut to our own size. 
What grandeur this, far from the cities' clatter; 
Where one can hear Thy voice and only big things matteJ 
At the remembrance of Thy words, I smile 
As to the sad disciples you once said: 
"Come ye apart and rest a little while." 
Then sentst them on to labor, strong and comforted. 
6g 
The Joy of Birth 
Is the oak, in spring, 
Shaken with pangs of birth 
When there's an agony of stirring 
and of stretching 
And on myriads of branches 
Myriads of buds begin to burst? 
And does a shudder of relief 
And joy 
Run through the oak 
When on myriads of branches 
Myriads of newborn infant leaves appear 
That nestle sleepily 
Against their mother branch? 
Is it this pain, 
This joy of birth 
That fills us with a nameless pain, 
A joy, 
In spring? 
DELLA MARIE KRENTZ 
Now April 
Now April comes and climbs the hill again 
Along familiar paths, now loitering 
Girl like, beside the mirror pools of rain, 
Now hurrying to catch up with the spring! 
Just as you did, Love, when you first came 
Out of spring mist up to the same place, 
Singing beside the rainpools, with the same 
Wet violet look of April in your face. 
Now April, coming, always looks like you-
The way you walked, the way my heart stopped still, 
The singer and the song, the always new-
Forever climbing our enchanted hill ... 
As long as there is April, dear, so long, 








Lonely lost fellow travelers of the night 
I stand with you on the jagged waste ice pack 
And watch the glacier's slow, unconscious might 
Grind to dust a culture's bric a brae. 
I do not blame souls seered with the fear I fear 
For seeking the warmth of the southern sky 
Saints and the mass bringing comfort near 
Under omniscient, televised papal eye. 
I do not blame you bitter broken souls 
For seeking the communist's fellowship of despair 
Dream your dark dream of blood and lofty goals 
Thrust witches' pins through abstract laissez.faire. 
I do not blame-but I do not choose your way 
You see, the Risen Christ made me His stowaway. 
M. W. BOYER 
W E CONSIDER it an unusual privi-lege and honor to be permitted 
to present an article by the Reverend 
Andrew Schulze, a pioneer in the 
work of the Lutheran church among 
Americans of African descent. As a 
pastor in St. Louis and in Chicago, he 
has had intimate first-hand experience 
of the matters with which his article 
colored statesmen coming to get a 
pep-talk on democracy may run afoul 
of local views on the "place of the 
colored man." 
''"' .,..... 
Louis Bartelt ("Civil Rights Prog-
sity. The task which 
confronted him in 
ress Report") is an instructor in the 
School of Law at Valparaiso Univer- ~~~ 
·""'"'"",....._"'""'~"'"",....._"'""'~~, writing this article 
was a formidable 
deals. His efforts, 
happily, have not 
been in vain. He 
has won the confi-
dence and respect 
of both white and 
black and has done 
much to explain 
the one to the other. 
His present charge 
is on the South Side 
of Chicago but his 
advice is sought by 
people and agencies 
who are concerned 
with better race re-
lations throughout 
the Middle West, 
inside and outside 
the church. 
Tlu 
one, for it involved 
plowing through de-
cision after decision t 
to attempt to find a 
pattern. We feel 
that he has succeed-
ed eminently well 






Next month, we (-
shall try something 
new, at least for us. 
We hope to present 
two completely 
"practical" articles, 
the first on using 
the welfare services 4 
of the community 
FINAL NOTES 
''"' .,..... Pastor Clemonce 
Sabourin ("Our 
Respectable Fifth Column") is pastor 
of New York City's Mt. Zion Luther-
an Church and director of its "School 
on the Hill." In addition, he is a 
member of the board of directors of 
the Lutheran Child Welfare Associa-
tion of New York City, secretary of 
the Lutheran Welfare Council of New 
York City, and president of the Gen-
eral Conference of Negro Lutheran 
Churches. His article deserves special 
reading in Washington, D.C., where 
and the second a bibliography of 
books on marriage and family. This 
is a conscious departure from our 
usual type of feature, and is submitted 
for the judgment of our readers. 
Incidentally, we are taking a poll. • 
Do you or do you not want us to 
continue the letters from Xanadu? ~ 
Letters so far have been violently pro 
or violently anti. Send us your reac- , 
tion and we will announce G. G.'s 
fate in the July issue. 
